
BIBLE TEXT | EXODUS 20:22-26
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

22 And the Lord said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have

talked with you from heaven. 23 You shall not make gods of silver to be with me, nor shall you make for yourselves

gods of gold. 24 An altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace

offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and

bless you. 25 If you make me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn stones, for if you wield your tool on it you

profane it. 26 And you shall not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be not exposed on it.’
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The word idol causes me to think of statues reminiscent of those worshiped by pagans in ancient cultures. In reality,
the idols of the 21st century often bear no resemblance to the artifacts used thousands of years ago. Today, many
have replaced the “golden calf” with an insatiable drive for money, prestige or other things of the world (1 John 2:16).
Some pursue the high regard of others as their ultimate goal. Still others seek after comfort or a myriad of other
passionate, yet empty, pursuits. The temptation to worship ourselves in various ways is a powerful temptation
indeed. In fact, it is so powerful that only those who belong to Christ and have the Holy Spirit within them can
possibly hope to resist the temptation of modern idolatry. Even then, resisting the worship of idols is a lifelong battle
that is part of the Christian life (Ephesians 6:11).

An idol can be anything we place ahead of God in our lives, anything that takes God’s place in our hearts, such as
possessions, careers, hobbies, relationships, entertainment, goals, television, greed, addictions, sports, etc. Some of
the things we idolize are undeniably sinful. But many of the things we idolize can be good, such as relationships. At
sinful times in my own marriage, I have idolized my own wife, Barbie, for her inner beauty, her integrity, and for the
peace of God that she possesses. In doing this I displace God. When the gift replaces the Giver or the created
replaces the Creator in our lives, we have fallen into idolatry. Yet Scripture tells us that we are to serve God only
(Luke 16:13).  Whatever we do, we are to “do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31).



There is another form of idolatry prevalent today. Its growth is nurtured by cultures that continue to drift away from
sound biblical teaching, just as the apostle Paul warned us. “For the time is coming when people will not endure
sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions” (2
Timothy 4:3). In these pluralistic, liberal times we are now living, to a large degree, many are trying to redefine God.
Some have forsaken the God revealed to us in Scripture and have recast Him to comply with our own inclinations and
desires, one who is less demanding, less judgmental and who will tolerate many lifestyles without placing guilt on
anyone’s shoulders. As this idolatry is propagated by churches around the world, many church-goers believe they are
worshiping the one, true God. However, these “made-over” gods are created by man, and to worship them is to
worship idols. Worshiping a god of one’s own making is particularly tempting for many whose lifestyles and desires
are not in harmony with Scripture.

The things of this world will never fully satisfy the human heart (1 John 2:17). They were never intended to. The sinful
things deceive us and ultimately lead only to death (Romans 6:23). No idol can permeate our lives with eternal
purpose or worth. As Solomon exquisitely conveys in the book of Ecclesiastes, apart from a right relationship with
God, life is futile. He concludes this book by saying: “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole
duty of man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13)

Questions:

1. What idols might there be in your life? What do you treasure most? How would your closest friend or family
answer on your behalf?

2. Consider Reading Matthew 7:1-23. What destructive things are in your life? What things, that may not be sinful
in and of themselves, are causing you to sin?

3. Confess to a mentor, accountability partner, or your Biblical community areas in your life that keep you
complacent or prevent you from spiritual growth.


