
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  EXODUS 13:17-22 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was 

near. For God said, “Lest the people change their minds when they see war and return to Egypt.” 18 But God led the 

people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up out of the land of 

Egypt equipped for battle. 19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel 

solemnly swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here.” 20 And they 

moved on from Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. 21 And the Lord went before them 

by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might 

travel by day and by night. 22 The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the 

people. 

DEVOTIONAL FOR EXODUS 13:17-22 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 AUTHOR: AMY SYMNS 

 
In Exodus 13:17-22, we see faithfulness on display.  First, we see how God was faithful to His chosen people. He 
brought them out of slavery and on a journey to the land He had promised.  But instead of leading them directly to 
the Promised Land by the shortest and fastest route, He took them the long way around. He wanted to draw them 
closer to Him and teach them to trust His direction. 
 
Next, we read about the faithfulness of Joseph. Joseph had been successful in Egypt and could have told the 
Israelites that Egypt was their new home. But knowing that God’s promise would be fulfilled, he gave specific 
instructions for his bones to be taken with the Israelites during the Exodus (Genesis 50:22-26).  Joseph trusted the 
future promise of God and knew that one day the Israelites would leave Egypt for something better. 
 
Then we see the faithfulness of the Israelites, which we will later see is unsteady. They followed the pillar of cloud by 
day and fire by night on their journey through the wilderness. How incredible that must have been to see the 
presence of God move before you! Every time I read this part of the story, I’m reminded of a time when I taught this 
passage (story) to a group of preschoolers.  During our activity, we made our own pillars of clouds and fire by gluing 
cotton ball “clouds” and red tissue paper “fire” to craft (popsicle) sticks. Then we began to march around the 
 



 
classroom in follow-the-leader fashion saying, “Day time … Clouds … Night time … Fire…” while raising the appropriate 
hand and craft stick in the air.  We repeated our march over and over again. The children trusted me to lead them 
around the room safely, and then deliver them to the promised pick up of their parents. 
 
The faithfulness of God to Israel, and even of Joseph to God, was all meant to point to the ultimate faithfulness of 
Jesus! Jesus was faithful to the point of death (Philippians 2:5-8). He fulfilled God’s future promise of reconciling man 
to Himself (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). It was always God’s desire for us to come to Him. The Law provided direction for 
reconciliation but there was a weak link…sinful man. Jesus stood in our place and became our Passover Lamb so that 
we may not spend eternity separated from our holy God. Thank you, Jesus! 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. What are our modern day “clouds” and “fire”? Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 10:24-25; John 14:26.  
  

2. What does faithfulness to God look like? Use Scripture to explain your answer.  
 

3. Trust and faithfulness go hand in hand. What is one step you need to take today to be more faithful to God? 
Share this with your Journey Group or other biblical community.  

 

 


