
BIBLE TEXT | ESTHER 8:1-17
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai

came before the king, for Esther had told what he was to her. 2 And the king took off his signet ring, which he had

taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.

3 Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to avert the evil plan of

Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews. 4 When the king held out the golden scepter

to Esther, Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 And she said, “If it please the king, and if I have found favor in his

sight, and if the thing seems right before the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to revoke the

letters devised by Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the

provinces of the king. 6 For how can I bear to see the calamity that is coming to my people? Or how can I bear to see

the destruction of my kindred?” 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Behold, I

have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows, because he intended to lay hands

on the Jews. 8 But you may write as you please with regard to the Jews, in the name of the king, and seal it with the

king's ring, for an edict written in the name of the king and sealed with the king's ring cannot be revoked.”

9 The king's scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-third

day. And an edict was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded concerning the Jews, to the satraps and

the governors and the officials of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, 127 provinces, to each province in its own script

and to each people in its own language, and also to the Jews in their script and their language. 10 And he wrote in

the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king's signet ring. Then he sent the letters by mounted couriers

riding on swift horses that were used in the king's service, bred from the royal stud, 11 saying that the king allowed

the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force

of any people or province that might attack them, children and women included, and to plunder their goods, 12 on

one day throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the



month of Adar. 13 A copy of what was written was to be issued as a decree in every province, being publicly

displayed to all peoples, and the Jews were to be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 So the

couriers, mounted on their swift horses that were used in the king's service, rode out hurriedly, urged by the king's

command. And the decree was issued in Susa the citadel.

15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a great golden crown

and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. 16 The Jews had light and gladness

and joy and honor. 17 And in every province and in every city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached,

there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country

declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them.
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When I was younger and thought about what it would be like to be the Queen of a kingdom, I imagined living a lavish
lifestyle, kicking it with my girlfriends, and getting to do whatever, and eat whatever, I wanted. If I am being
completely honest, I would have skipped the grapes and jumped straight to Little Debbie Oatmeal Cream Pies and
Amber Harper’s cupcakes. Seriously, the cupcakes are legit.

But Esther - bless her - she probably wasn’t even eating due to all that stress we read about in chapters 1-7. Learning
about plots to kill people, throwing grand dinner parties, and inviting said person who was plotting to kill all the
people. On top of all that, she was challenged to stand in the gap. Stressful.

But in chapter 8, we see Esther, despite the stress, show up with hope, bravery, and a love so deep for the Jewish
people, that she was willing to risk her life before the King and beg for their lives. Because of that, we see in verse 16
that “the Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor.” The King was pleased with Esther and gave her and
Mordecai permission to write an edict that allowed the Jewish people to fight and defend themselves against anyone
who attempted to kill them. They stood in the gap.



As I prepared for this devotional, the Lord burdened my heart with the following thoughts. Do I truly grieve and fight
for people who are not believers the same way that Esther grieved and fought for the lives of the Jewish people? Am
I ever so distraught at the thought of someone I know not living in eternity with the God that I have decided to trust,
that I am willing to fall at the feet of Jesus and weep and plead the way Esther did in chapter 8 verse 3? Do I feel the
passion that Paul feels in Romans 9:1-3: “I am speaking the truth in Christ-I am not lying; my conscience bears me
witness in the Holy Spirit- that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsman according to the flesh.”? Would I be
willing to give up my own salvation, so that someone else could know the Lord? Who do I stand in the gap for?

My heart has been troubled as I process that this is not always my attitude or at the forethought of my mind. In the
book: “Christ-Centered Exposition: Exalting Jesus in Esther”, the author Landon Dowden said two noteworthy things.

1. “May our attitude never be, “Chill on that evangelism topic; I’m good!” or, “I’m saved - that spreading the
gospel thing is someone else’s problem.”

2. He references Matthew 9:36 “When he saw the crowds, he felt compassion for them, because they were
distressed and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd.” He goes on to say; “In fact, I often pray, “Jesus please
help me feel as much compassion for the lost as you felt for me.””

So, I challenge you with the same things the Lord challenged me in the questions below.

Questions:

1. Who in your life, that is a non-believer, can you bring to the feet of Jesus and plead for their salvation? Who
can you stand in the gap for?

2. Can you say you would truly live out Romans 9:1-3 like Paul and be willing to give up your own salvation so
that others would have a chance to know him? Do you feel as much compassion for the lost as Jesus felt for
you?

3. As we incorporate the acronym CATIS that Brandon has taught into our prayer life (Confession, Adoration,
Thanksgiving, Intercession, and Supplication), let’s spend intentional time interceding on behalf of people
who don’t know or have strayed from the Lord.


