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6:14 While they were yet talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived and hurried to bring Haman to the feast that

Esther had prepared.

7:1 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 And on the second day, as they were drinking wine

after the feast, the king again said to Esther, "What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is

your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled." 3 Then Queen Esther answered, "If I have found

favor in your sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my

request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had

been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with

the loss to the king."

5 Then King Xerxes said to Queen Esther, "Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to do this?" 6 And Esther said,

"A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!" Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen.
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If given the chance, what would you request of a king? With this opportunity, you might find yourself asking for
money either for personal use or for others. You might also have some ideas of how to improve society. This would
be a great question to pose to a group of second and third graders. I am sure their answers would bounce between
the million-dollar request for oneself, grand ideas to make the world a better place, and then of course a few off the
wall inventions.

As we enter chapter 7, we see that Esther has an opportunity to answer this question. King Xerxes mentions that up to
half of the kingdom is hers if she so desires. Yet, her request wasn’t for his possessions. Queen Esther’s petition was
for her life, and for the life of her people. King Xerxes then asks, “Where is the man who has dared to do such a thing



(verse 5, NIV)?" As I read this, I took notice of how our pride blinds us. The king didn’t recognize his role as he agreed
to the plan to put the Jews to death. Haman was the enemy whispering in the king’s ear. He had an evil plan, and King
Xerxes listened.

Throughout scripture, there are many accounts of an adversary that wants to elevate himself and ultimately thwart
God’s plan. Doesn’t this resemble the account in Genesis 3? The serpent spoke to Eve, she listened, and ate of the
forbidden fruit. Peter warns believers of this enemy, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8)."

Esther recognized Haman as an adversary with a plan to annihilate the Jews, and specifically Mordecai. Queen Esther
used great wisdom in how she approached the king in order to expose the wicked plan Haman was trying to
implement with the king’s approval.

What at first might have seemed like the end of the rope, was the means God would use to rescue his chosen
people. God is sovereign and unstoppable! His thoughts are not our thoughts, and his ways are not our ways (Isaiah
55:8). Despite brokenness, God carried out His plan through Mordecai and Esther, and He can use us too!

Questions:

1. Can you identify other areas in scripture where the adversary is luring someone to try and thwart God’s plan?

2. Read 1 John 4:1-6. Do you spend consistent time getting to know God through His Word?

3. Does your brokenness leave you in a place where you don’t know where to begin? If yes, have you shared
with someone in your Journey Group? If you’re not in a group, consider signing up for Grouplink or
re:generation. Find out more at pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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