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1 On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, the chronicles,

and they were read before the king. 2 And it was found written how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh,

two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 And

the king said, “What honor or distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The king's young men who

attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.” 4 And the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just

entered the outer court of the king's palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that

he had prepared for him. 5 And the king's young men told him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the king

said, “Let him come in.” 6 So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to the man whom the

king delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?” 7 And

Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, 8 let royal robes be brought, which the king

has worn, and the horse that the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is set. 9 And let the robes and the

horse be handed over to one of the king's most noble officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights to

honor, and let them lead him on the horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be

done to the man whom the king delights to honor.’” 10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the

horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's gate. Leave out nothing that you have

mentioned.” 11 So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of

the city, proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.”12 Then Mordecai

returned to the king's gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. 13 And Haman told

his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him. Then his wise men and his wife Zeresh said

to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will

surely fall before him.”
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In Esther 6:1-13, we see God’s providential timing take place for Mordecai, and ultimately the Jewish people as a
whole, when King Ahasuerus suddenly finds himself fighting a bit of insomnia. So he calls for some late night reading
to help him fall asleep, in which he is reminded of Mordecai’s inconspicuous, and seemingly long forgotten act of
heroism. The king then seeks ideas from others on ways to honor this man who chose to go out of his way in order to
honor the king. Haman, having entered in the middle of this conversation, felt sure that he himself was the one
deserving of the king's honor and accolades. So he conjured up an elaborate plan that would exalt himself among his
people, all the while not realizing he was planning the exaltation of a man he despised.

As we read through this passage, we were reminded of other passages, such as Luke 14:7-11. Take a few moments to
read over this short excerpt. For in it, you will find that in God’s Kingdom, “everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 14:11). But why? Why would our exaltation hinge upon
our expression of humility? It’s because the very essence of our salvation, the thread woven through the tapestry of
our faith, is a beautiful display of one man’s sacrificial humility on a cross. The Son of God willingly allowed Himself to
be hung on a tree for the sake of all undeserving sinners, thus becoming the greatest example of how to live out the
gospel (Hebrews 12:1-2; Luke 9:23-24).

This life of humility can only be lived when we choose to hold an eternal perspective. For it is in this mind set that true
blessing awaits us! In John 13:1-20, we see Jesus taking the place of a servant in order to wash His disciples' feet,
even those of His enemy. Many of us are familiar with this story but how many of us have noticed what Jesus says in
(verse 17) “blessed are you if you do them.” When we choose to walk in humility in the image of our Lord, it brings
about God’s heavenly blessing and exaltation.

It is written in Acts 11:26, that the members of the early Church were called, “Christians.” They didn’t label themselves
Christians, but were called Christians because their actions reflected those of Christ. May we, as the Church of Jesus
Christ, set our hearts and minds on being the truest expression of His humility, as we set our gaze on things above
where Christ is, and not on things below (Colossians 3:1-2). May we seek God’s Kingdom and His agenda above our
own! “True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.” -C.S. Lewis



Questions:

1. In light of James 4:10 and 1 Peter 5:5-6, what role does humility play for us, as Christians, in receiving God's
grace?

2. When analyzing your own life, do you think of others more than yourself with regards to your time, how you
serve others, how you spend your money, etc?

3. Read Philippians 2:3-4. What steps can you take this new year to make much of others and God's Kingdom
more than yourself, as exemplified by the life of Christ?


