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9 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that he

neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained

himself and went home, and he sent and brought his friends and his wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman recounted to them

the splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, all the promotions with which the king had honored him, and how

he had advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. 12 Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no

one but me come with the king to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the

king. 13 Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate.” 14 Then his

wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell the king to

have Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and he had the

gallows made.
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Even though Haman obviously was not Jewish, he would have profited by reading at least Proverbs 16:18: “Pride goes
before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” He was a man who pretty much had everything, pretty much
literally. The only thing he did not have was the kingdom of Persia, and from the text, he had just enough humility to
not even think about lacking that. That was about the only humility he did have. Everybody was ordered to scrape
and bow before him; and everybody did, except for Mordecai. My study Bible says although the reason for this is not
said explicitly, he likely felt offering such a worshipful stance to someone who was not God would “compromise him
as a Jew.”



Yet, Haman was so proud and haughty that not even all he had could compensate for the one thing he didn’t: a show
of respect from Mordecai. His wife and friends fed his ego, advising him to have a gallows built and tell (tell!) the king
to have Mordecai hanged from it. Eventually, as we will see later in Esther, Haman decides to have the whole Jewish
nation slaughtered because of one man. I have a fairly healthy ego of my own, but this is breathtaking. I cannot
imagine having an ego so fragile that only the death of an entire people can salve a perceived wound to it. All this
leads directly to Haman’s own destruction. Even though this is on the scale of an empire, we little people can learn
from it and see the wisdom of the Lord in Hebrews 13:5 when Paul wrote “be content with what you have.”

If Haman had been content with what he had, he would not have had such a tragic end, swinging from his own
extra-high gallows (about 75 feet tall, my study Bible says), and losing all for himself and his family. Keeping the
whole of Hebrews 13:5 (“Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I
will never leave you nor forsake you.’ ”) in my mind helps me avoid similar trouble, even if it is on a smaller scale. God
will give me and all of us who believe in Him and follow His Son, Jesus, everything we need and then some. No
matter what our circumstances, He will never fail to provide for us. So we can rest easy and feel joy, not worrying that
we should have more or even that someone does not treat us with whatever respect we think we deserve. This will
go a long way in keeping us out of debt, out of anxiety, and even, perhaps, out of trouble.

Questions:

1. Do you feel like you need more of something in your life? Is it a true need? If so, pray to the Lord for help and
seek help from your church, who are your brothers and sisters in Christ.

2. If the thing you think you need is not a true need but is instead a desire, search your mind and heart to see if it
is in line with God’s desires. Seek His thoughts in the Bible and through the counsel of godly friends.

3. If a desire is not godly, give it up to Him. If you need help with this, again, seek godly counsel. If you find the
desire goes deeper and is becoming a problem or addiction, contact Stonepoint Church about re:generation,
a Christ-centered 12-step program that can help you lean more onJesus and less on things of this world to
get through life. The link is Stonepoint Church | re:generation.

http://stonepointchurch.com/connect/regeneration

