
BIBLE TEXT | ESTHER 5:1-8
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's palace, in front of the king's

quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the entrance to the palace. 2

And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the

golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 3 And the king said

to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.” 4 And

Esther said, “If it please the king, let the king and Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared for the king.” 5

Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther has asked.” So the king and Haman came to

the feast that Esther had prepared. 6 And as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to Esther, “What is

your wish? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 7

Then Esther answered, “My wish and my request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please the

king to grant my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come to the feast that I will prepare for them,

and tomorrow I will do as the king has said.”

DEVOTIONAL FOR ESTHER 5:1-8
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Many times throughout our lives we can, and do, experience difficult times and circumstances. These hardships can
come in the form of job loss, an unforeseen and unplanned-for financial burden, the tragic loss of a friend or family
member, or a myriad of other circumstances that arise seemingly from nowhere, but certainly, affect us anywhere.
And in just about every case, the difficulty requires our focus and attention. Where we direct that focus and attention
is what ultimately determines how well we move through such times.



During the time of Esther, the Jewish people found themselves to be in the worst of circumstances. They were not
just facing slavery or exile, but literally annihilation! By God’s providence, Mordecai became aware of this plot and he
shared this with Esther. Now this situation most certainly called for very focused attention, and in chapter four we
read of where they first directed their attention. Esther commanded a fast, and fast is what the people did.

In the biblical context, fasting is not a way of asserting one’s will or desire but focusing one’s attention and
dependence upon God. Many times throughout my life, I have foolishly focused my attention directly on my
problems, depending upon myself to find the solutions to whatever problems I faced. From time to time, I did find
solutions, although, for the most part, I only took things from bad to worse because my solution was based upon my
scant understanding of what the situations were. There have also been other times in my life that I have chosen to
fast for a time to seek the Lord on a particular direction, to which I would say a large measure of peace could always
be found in whatever decision I chose to make. But a decision, ultimately, always had to be made. Therein lies the
point.

Esther and Mordecai knew she was the one to “do something” (4:14). What that was was still to be seen, but they first
and foremost directed their focus, trust, dependence, and their wills to the Lord, but not indefinitely. Esther put a
timeframe on their fast, knowing that eventually, she would need to act, and that act would require no small amount
of faith as it could likely cost her her life. What a wonderful picture of James 2:26, “faith apart from works is dead.”
What good would it have done the Jewish people if they all fasted for three days, but then had Esther remain in
sackcloth instead of putting on her royal robes and standing in the king’s inner court with her life not in his hands but
the Lord’s? As we continue to read we find the results of such faith, and God’s hand constantly at work. This is a
testimony for us, to faithfully seek the Lord in all of our circumstances, but also to faithfully act on His leading.

Questions:

1. Have you recently found yourself in a situation or circumstance that required your absolute focus and
attention? Have you directed that to the Lord first, or trusted in your own understanding to move forward?

2. Can you recall a time that you acted in great faith? What was the result 1) for the situation, and 2) for your
heart and mind?

3. Throughout the Old Testament, there is a promise that God would not completely forsake His people. We see
in Esther how God used her to fulfill His promise to His people. Imagine how God may be seeking to use
you—in whatever difficulty you may ever find yourself to be in—to fulfill His plan for someone other than you.
Could you faithfully say as Esther did, “If I perish, I perish”? Why or why not?


