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19 When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. 20 But Esther had kept

secret her family background and nationality just as Mordecai had told her to do, for she continued to follow

Mordecai’s instructions as she had done when he was bringing her up.

21 During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s officers who guarded

the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 22 But Mordecai found out about the plot and

told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giving credit to Mordecai. 23 And when the report was

investigated and found to be true, the two officials were impaled on poles. All this was recorded in the book of the

annals in the presence of the king.
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Over the Christmas break we were blessed to be able to spend a good amount of time with family. One of the big
things my family enjoys doing together is playing games: board games, card games, dominos, you name it. We even
have a family D&D campaign going. We’re also very competitive. We were playing Cribbage late one night and three
times in one game my dad brought to our attention points that my mom and I hadn’t noticed and gave us the points. I
even pointed out to him that that wasn’t in his best interest and he just shook it off. It made me realize how often he
does that in games. He makes sure we get our points or don’t miss a big play, even though it’s obviously not in his
best interest, We are competitors, not allies.

That's exactly what Mordecai did in this passage, except on a much larger scale. Sitting at the king’s gate meant that
Mordecai already had some power in the kingdom and was influential in decision making. When he overheard the
assassination plot that Bigthana and Teresh were making, he had two choices: he could go about his life as usual and
pretend he didn’t hear anything or he could find a way to warn the king. It was in his best interest to just keep his head
down. He wouldn’t receive the wrath of the two officers and it would likely be better for him if they succeeded in their



attempt. Mordecai, Esther, and the Jewish people were in exile under the pagan king. The king’s murder could have
given an opportunity for the Jews to change their situation. Telling the king of the guards' plot would not only
eliminate that option, but it could also be dangerous. If the king didn’t believe Mordecai and did nothing about his two
guards, it would leave Mordecai open to retaliation from the guards. Rather than taking the easy way out though,
Mordecai did what he knew and believed to be right and warned the king that he was in danger.

There are so many scriptures in the bible about loving your enemy and honoring those in authority over you. First
Peter 2:17 says, “Fear God. Honor the King.” First Timothy 2:1-2 tells us to pray for kings and those in authority that we
may live in peace. And Luke 6:27-28 says not only to love our enemies, but to do good to them.

If I’m honest, while I usually don’t find it too difficult to pray for my adversary, I do sometimes find it hard to seek out
and do good to them, honoring them even when it’s not in my best interest and could even cause me pain or
suffering. But that is what God calls us to do. So, the question then is, what does this look like practically? I doubt you
are going to uncover an assassination plot on your enemy or someone in authority over you anytime soon but there
are many other ways that you can prefer them and seek their good. It could be something as simple as my dad
pointing out the points I missed in a game or as big as helping a co-worker with a project that will give them favor
with your boss over you. It could be as simple as telling a cashier they rang your order up for less than it was
supposed to be (okay, the cashier isn’t your enemy but you get it) or something harder like going out of your way to
help someone who has repeatedly misrepresented you to others.

Questions:

1. Can you think of a time that you were presented with an option to help someone who might have been an
adversary? What choice did you make? Over the next week, look for opportunities to help others even when
it might not be best for you.

2. Read Luke 22:47-53. How was Jesus’ reaction to His enemy different from that of Peter (who struck the
servant)?

3. Spend some time praying for those in leadership. Then pray for your enemies/adversaries.


