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1 After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and what she had done

and what had been decreed against her. 2 Then the king's young men who attended him said, “Let beautiful young

virgins be sought out for the king. 3 And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom to gather all

the beautiful young virgins to the harem in Susa the citadel, under custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in

charge of the women. Let their cosmetics be given them. 4 And let the young woman who pleases the king be queen

instead of Vashti.” This pleased the king, and he did so .5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was

Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjaminite, 6 who had been carried away from Jerusalem

among the captives carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried

away. 7 He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for she had neither father nor mother.

The young woman had a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at, and when her father and her mother died,

Mordecai took her as his own daughter. 8 So when the king's order and his edict were proclaimed, and when many

young women were gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the king's palace and

put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of the women. 9 And the young woman pleased him and won his favor. And

he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her portion of food, and with seven chosen young women from the

king's palace, and advanced her and her young women to the best place in the harem. 10 Esther had not made

known her people or kindred, for Mordecai had commanded her not to make it known. 11 And every day Mordecai

walked in front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther was and what was happening to her. 12 Now when the

turn came for each young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under the regulations for the

women, since this was the regular period of their beautifying, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices

and ointments for women 13 when the young woman went in to the king in this way, she was given whatever she

desired to take with her from the harem to the king's palace. 14 In the evening she would go in, and in the morning

she would return to the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch, who was in charge of the

concubines. She would not go in to the king again, unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name.

15 When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his own



daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the king's eunuch, who had charge of the

women, advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 16 And when Esther was taken to King

Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 17

the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so

that he set the royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 Then the king gave a great feast for

all his officials and servants; it was Esther's feast. He also granted a remission of taxes to the provinces and gave gifts

with royal generosity.
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We were created by God to be visual creatures, to be inspired, and attracted to see his creation as beautiful. We live
in a world that is constantly prompting the next beauty product, treatment, or procedure to make the consumer
appear more attractive. Oh, how sad it would be if in decorating and fixing the outside of ourselves, we missed
changing or getting to know the spiritual side of ourselves and others. “Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a
woman who fears the Lord is to be praised” (Proverbs 31:30).

In Esther 2, King Xerxes of Persia is searching for a new queen and orders an edict to search for beautiful young
virgins. There were over 400 women selected and entrusted to the care of one of the king’s attendants. They were to
receive 12 months of beauty treatments before the women were presented to the king. These treatments were to
address any skin conditions due to the hot and dry climate and enhance their natural beauty. With as many women
as there were to select from, Esther stood out in the crowd. She “had a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at” and
immediately was set apart. Though her physical beauty first caught the eye of her attendant, “Esther was winning
favor in the eyes of all who saw her” (verse 15). Esther was an orphan who was raised by her cousin. She had
experienced loss, heartache, and redemption. The fear of the Lord and dedication to her faith, along with the trials of
her childhood, resound in her strength and posture to remain humble in the temptation to be elevated.

We see a similar story play out in scripture many years before when the Lord sent the prophet Samuel to Jesse’s
house to select the next king. The Lord said, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees; man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on
the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). A father of eight sons, Jesse presents what he assumes to be his best of seven options, but
the Lord rejects each one. “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep” (1 Samuel 16:11).



When the young shepherd boy, David, arrived, the Lord told Samuel, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he” (1 Samuel 16:12).
The experience in the field prepared David, gave him courage, built his faith, and set him apart (Ephesians 2:10).

“Do not let your adorning be external-the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you
wear-but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which in God's sight is very precious” (1 Peter 3:3-4). Our natural tendency is to display outwardly the most
attractive presentation. We could be a hot mess inside but want to make the world think we have it all together. Our
mess is what creates a story; our mess is what creates connection; and our mess is what draws people to us when we
point them to how Jesus saved us. Redemption in Christ is what we desire to display. “Let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Questions:

1. How much time do you spend tending to your outward appearance? (Read 2 Corinthians 4:16)

2. How much time is invested in your spiritual health and maturity? (Read Psalm 119:105 and John 15:5)

3. Each of us has a testimony of how the Lord is working in our mess.  Have you shared your testimony with
others lately?


