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10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona,

Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 11 to

bring Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for

she was lovely to look at. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's command delivered by the eunuchs. At

this the king became enraged, and his anger burned within him. 13 Then the king said to the wise men who knew the

times (for this was the king's procedure toward all who were versed in law and judgment, 14 the men next to him

being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media,

who saw the king's face, and sat first in the kingdom): 15 “According to the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti,

because she has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus delivered by the eunuchs?” 16 Then Memucan said

in the presence of the king and the officials, “Not only against the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, but also against

all the officials and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 17 For the queen's behavior will be

made known to all women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, since they will say, ‘King

Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.’ 18 This very day the noble

women of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen's behavior will say the same to all the king's officials, and

there will be contempt and wrath in plenty. 19 If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and let it be

written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never again to

come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she. 20 So when

the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for it is vast, all women will give honor to their

husbands, high and low alike.” 21 This advice pleased the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan

proposed. 22 He sent letters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in its

own language, that every man be master in his own household and speak according to the language of his people.
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In the passage, we see that Queen Vashti refused to enter into the king’s presence. The king then went to his
counselors to see what should be done. Memucan claims that all women will begin to disrespect their husbands and
the “discord” will never end. Therefore, a decree was sent out to the entire Persian empire, declaring that every man
should be the ruler of his own household. We may see the evil in Memucan’s recommended decree, but there are
some important biblical takeaways from this passage. This passage relates to having advisors, placing God on
display, and relating well to others by loving them. We must take these passages carefully as believers in the present
day. First and foremost, we have Christ and the Holy Spirit to guide us, Xerxes and Memucan did not! As a result, for
many men in our church, issuing decrees would not go over very well with our wives. I know it would not go well for
me! Our charge as husbands, from Ephesians, is to love our wives as Christ loved the Church - giving himself up for
her. Our wives are to submit to husbands as unto the Lord. Nowhere in the Bible does it say that the man is to issue
decrees and to lord their leadership over their household. The Bible does make it clear that the man is the spiritual
leader of the household and is responsible for shepherding his family.

Women in that time could never take a stand. They were seen as doormats. If you look into WHY Vashti refused to
enter the king’s presence, she was not much refusing the king’s orders but even more so refusing the context of the
environment. The king had been drinking for a week, and he desired to put his wife “on display” in front of other
rulers, scholars believe naked with only a crown. The Bible states that she was pretty to look at, and this presentation
was in front of other grown men who may have desired the throne. In those days, this very well may have cost the
king his life - so Vashti’s refusal may have been Xerxes' saving grace! This woman feared something greater than her
husband's desire. Ultimately we must realize that her refusal led to Xerxes' selection of Esther as Queen. This
preserved the line of David and led us to Christ, but was a totally unbiblical method of marriage.

Also, understand that Xerxes (Ahasherus) was not being informed by biblical counsel. We have the Bible which tells
us how we should relate to others in a wise and loving way. Proverbs is chock full of that counsel. If only Xerxes had
looked into Proverbs 25 or even Proverbs 31 to see how he should have treated his bride. Proverbs 25:2 describes it as
a glory to seek out a matter. Proverbs 31 describes it is not for kings (or leaders) to drink wine. Proverbs 31 also
describes a woman who is fully trusted by her husband. Xerxes simply could have inquired of his wife as to why she
wasn’t going to attend. Thankfully, someone with good intentions, as Memucan, stepped in; but it wasn’t to glorify the
Lord, it was to glorify man. We ought to seek biblical counsel as we put Christ’s love on display and relate well to the
people in our lives!



Questions:

1. Who runs your household? Is it a person? Or is it the Lord? If it is a person, do they know the Lord? Do you
feel like they are led by the Lord? (Read Joshua 24:15.)

2. How well do you handle when someone tells you “no?” Do you rejoice? Do you send out a decree across the
land? How do you respond? How should you respond? (Philippians 4:4-5)

3. The world loves to put things on display, as did Xerxes and Vashti. What ought to be on display? Does it have
to be a physical display? Mental display? Spiritual display? (John 13:34-35)


