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1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, 2 in those days

when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa, the citadel, 3 in the third year of his reign he gave a feast for all

his officials and servants. The army of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces were before

him, 4 while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness for many days, 180

days. 5 And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa the citadel, both great

and small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden of the king's palace. 6 There were white cotton

curtains and violet hangings fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods and marble pillars, and also

couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and precious stones. 7 Drinks

were served in golden vessels, vessels of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of

the king. 8 And drinking was according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.” For the king had given orders to all the

staff of his palace to do as each man desired. 9 Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in the palace that

belonged to King Ahasuerus.
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Imagine with me for just a moment that you own a winter palace in a faraway land. Money is no object, so you decide
to host a banquet. You’ve invited tons of guests. Now, this banquet doesn’t last for one or two days but goes on for
one hundred and eighty days! Oh, and when that banquet is over, you host another one for seven days, for the people
that weren’t invited to the first. What would be your reasoning for inviting guests to your feast?

In this passage, we find out that Ahasuerus, king of one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, son of Darius, father of
Artaxerxes, whom Nehemiah was cupbearer to, had an angle. He was planning a military campaign. So, full of pride,
he flaunted his wealth (verse 4). The motivation of his heart was not to serve others but was self-serving. He pulled



out all the stops. Nothing but the best. Can you imagine all the beautiful furnishings in his palace? What about the
beautiful golden drinking vessels?

The writer of Esther gives us a glimpse into what the lifestyle of those living in Persia looked like around 480 BC. They
lived lavishly. But as I pondered on these feasts in Esther, the Lord reminded me of a day when we will share in the
wedding feast of the Lamb, Jesus. Unlike the many feasts we read about in Esther: long but temporary, and
ultimately unfulfilling, the marriage supper will be a celebration that lasts for all eternity. Compared to all of the
beauty that was present in Persia on the day of these feasts, none of that compares with the beauty that we will see,
when we see Jesus face to face (1 Corinthians 13:12).

The purpose of this feast in heaven won’t be for military campaigning. No, it will be for praising our God and King,
Jesus. The motivation of Jesus’ heart is truly pure; to seek and save those who are lost (Luke 19:10). He is the one who
“came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). He is the one who is
worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals…(Revelation 5:9).

The prophet Isaiah gives a beautiful invitation of salvation in chapter 55, verse 1. He says, “Come, everyone who
thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!” The invitation is available for all who
would put their faith in Jesus, and of these people, the angel says to John, “Write this: Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” (Revelation 19:9).
Don’t miss out on the greatest feast of all, Jesus!

Questions:

1. What’s your agenda? Are you self-focused or others-focused? Read Philippians 2:3-4.

2. What’s the motivation of your heart? Is it for your own personal gain or for the gain of souls lost?

3. Are you more concerned with flaunting all you have to impress others, or are you serving others generously
with what you do have?


