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22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is

the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives

should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave

himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so

that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be

holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves

his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the

church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast

to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ

and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her

husband.
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Throughout American history few leaders have unified the country during difficult times as Franklin D. Roosevelt
(“FDR”). Elected in the midst of the Great Depression by a country desperate for help, FDR faced a tremendous
challenge and overwhelming odds. We can debate his policies and what did or didn’t work all day as many have, but
ultimately what sticks out to me is what FDR did on March 12, 1933. Roosevelt would have the first of what would be
called “fireside chats”, this was the first time a president attempted to communicate directly with the entirety of the
American public. He would use radio broadcasts to regularly speak to the people. His messages always detailed



what was happening, what was going to happen and encouragement for the American people to work together to
rise above the despair. Roosevelt understood that unless the American people worked together and trusted each
other and the government then the road forward would yield no real change.

Just as FDR sought to bring the American public together as one, Paul uses this scripture to show us the importance
of coming together for something greater than our individual desires. Wives submission, husbands' love, shows that
we all have a role in this life (verse 22-25). No one is ruler over another; in fact, each is called to obedience, as Christ
obeyed the Father! Submission can be a scary word, but the reality is that when we submit to God our lives become
more fruitful, just as they do when we love each other as Christ loves us. Yes, this scripture has great depth to teach
us about relationships and we could spend days on each aspect, but understanding we have a purpose or role, helps
us understand we are to be active participants and not spectators. To be who we are called to be as the Church,
requires action on our part.

When a man and woman leave their parents and become one (verse 31 ) they become two pieces put together for a
purpose, merged together with a common direction. They now complement each other, each bringing the gifts God
has bestowed into the marriage, becoming unified! We are a people set apart (1 Peter 2:9-10) and called to be unified
as the body of Christ (Philippians 2:1-2; 2 Corinthians 13:11). To be the Church God has called us to be we must
become one, working toward the purpose God has given us, being quick to love and forgive, and always seeking to
grow together. Our country survived great threats because it came together at crucial times. We, as the body of
Christ, are called to come together at all times and if we will, the change we can make will amaze us and change the
world.

Questions:

1. Why is it often so hard to submit as God calls us to do?

2. How can you work to be a unified part of the body of Christ at Stonepoint?

3. What gifts do you have that you are not using? How can you use those gifts to serve God and bring unity to
our body of believers?


