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1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us,

a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be

named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are

out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually

immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let

no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of

disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and

try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose

them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the

light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise

from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
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Have you ever imitated someone? We all have, and most of us multiple times. I remember as a little girl I pretended
to be a carhop. We had a drive-in eatery similar to Sonic. The carhop on skates would bring our food and drinks on a
tray and attach the tray to our car window. My dad would pretend with me, and I was excited to bring him his tray of
goodies. Silly, huh? I imitated my mom a lot, too. She never left the house without makeup, and I loved watching her
apply it. She allowed me to have a little makeup and make myself beautiful, too. These are just simple examples of
imitating another individual. However, we are commanded by Paul to be imitators of God as beloved children. This
task is a very difficult one to do.

We can only imitate God if we are children of His. So, how do we imitate God? Jesus is our perfect example. We look
to God as our father. We love God as our father. We live to please God our father. We trust the grace of God our father.
We fix our eyes, our hearts, our minds on God our father. Our love for others should be of the same kind — a love that
goes beyond affection to self-sacrificing service. We express our love most when we lay down our lives for those we
love, particularly for God (1 John 3:16). If we are true imitators of Christ, Paul informs us there should not be even “a
hint” of sexual immorality, impurity, greed, obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking. These self-centered practices are
the opposite of love. Self-indulgence is the opposite of self-sacrifice. Our speech should also demonstrate love. Dirty
speech and vulgar joking is inappropriate for saints. Our words should be full of thanksgiving and love. There is no
place for any of these self-centered practices or speech in a Christian’s life.

It sounds like we should only hang out with Christians, right? No, this is not necessarily what he meant. Jesus taught
His followers to befriend sinners and lead them to Him (Luke 5:30-32). Paul is speaking against condoning the lifestyle
of those who make excuses for bad behavior. Those people can pollute the church. As children of light, our actions
should reflect our faith. We should strive to avoid the unfruitful works of darkness. However, Paul does instruct us to
lovingly admonish those who are living in darkness. Otherwise, our silence may seem as an approval of those deeds.
Our lives should always imitate Christ. May it be said of us today that we are imitators as beloved children of God.



Questions:

1. Do you imitate God? Is there evidence of God-like characteristics in your life?

2. Do you have unfruitful works of darkness? If so, confess those to your Journey Group and ask God for
forgiveness.

3. As we embark on 2022, what can you do to walk more in love?


