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17 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds.

18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them,

due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to

practice every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!-- 21 assuming that you have heard

about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former

manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put

on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 25 Therefore, having put away

falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry and

do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let the thief no

longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share

with anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as

fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you

were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put

away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in

Christ forgave you.
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In case you haven’t seen it, the entire Star Wars series is based on the overarching story of the Jedi versus the Sith.
The Jedi are a group of mystical warriors that have harnessed the light side of the Force, while the Sith are drawn to
and led by the dark side of the Force. Through manipulation, corruption, and shear brute force, the Sith seek to
conquer the galaxy and subject everyone to their will. The Jedi, however, seek to serve the galaxy and make others’
lives better.

Now this “dark versus light” narrative is not a new idea created by George Lucas for his science fiction movie series.
The battle between good and evil, darkness and light, are essential plot lines to almost every story ever told, whether
on a galactic scale or a personal one. There is a reason for this. Every human being can relate to this battle. Unless
someone is fully given over to their sinful nature, they want the light side to win. We want good to triumph over evil.
Not just in the story, but in our lives. There is something inside of us that desires for darkness to be defeated by
goodness and light, because it was not supposed to be this way. In Genesis, we read of a tree of the knowledge of
good and evil (Genesis 2:9). The presence of evil didn’t enter the world, or man’s mind for that matter, until Adam and
Eve took of the forbidden fruit. God planned for a perfect, sinless world, full of light. Humans, led by temptation,
chose a world of darkness.

Verse 18 tells us that Gentiles have been darkened in their understanding due to ignorance and hardness of heart.
When one lives in the dark, they live a life of deceitfulness and falsehoods (Ephesians 4:22; 1 John 1:8). Followers of
Jesus Christ are to be a light shining in the darkness (Matthew 5:14-16, Acts 13:47). It is not until we acknowledge the
sin in our lives, the way it affects the choices we make, and the truth of Jesus Christ’s purpose that we come into the
light. We put away things of the dark: corrupting talk, bitterness, wrath, anger, slander, and malice, (verses 31-32), and
through obedience bear much fruit, practicing the things of the light: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self control (Galatians 5:22-23).

1 John 1:7 tells us this: “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” Luke Skywalker asks Master Yoda, in the Empire Strikes Back, “Is the
dark side stronger?” Yoda says, “No, no. Quicker, easier, more seductive.” Sin is like that. When we make quick, rash
decisions, when we go the ‘easy’ route, we often find ourselves falling into the darkness. Brothers and sisters, walk in
the light, as He is in the light.



Questions:

1. Which path do you tend to walk: the quick, easy, and seductive or the straight and narrow?

2. When you walk, where does your “light” come from?

3. Are you even walking? Are you standing still or shrinking back? We need accountability from other believers.
If you are not in a Journey Group, sign up for the next GroupLink on February 20th at
stonepontchurch.com/events.
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