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1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have heard of the

stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as

I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not

made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets

by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's

grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this

grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what

is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold

wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according

to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with

confidence through our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your

glory.
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When first reading through this passage, I couldn’t help but feel such amazing gratitude that God chose to give His
grace to Jews and Gentiles and unite both under one church. Once you start to delve deeper into this passage, many
things stand out that apply to this study of Christ and the Church, but I want to focus on just one thing, the revelation
of the mystery from this passage.

During the times of the Old Testament, the concept that the Jews and Gentiles would be united was unheard of.
There were some hints (Isaiah 49:6) that all people would have the opportunity for salvation, but it was never
expected that all people would have the full benefits of salvation, being equal in God’s eyes.

The mystery revealed in this section is not just that we would be considered as equals, it was also that there was no
longer a need for a priest to serve as an intermediary between us and God. Each of us has access to God because of
Jesus’ sacrifice.

If we fully understood what this means, that God is calling everyone, not just people who look like us, people who
think like us, or people that we are comfortable with; I don’t think we would place so many limitations on who we
share the gospel with. I don’t think we would so easily fall into conflict or get caught up in the drama that exists in our
complicated world. We are called for something greater than just our own salvation. We are called to be the church,
a unified body of Christ, and to share the word of God.

Questions:

1. Are there areas in your life where you are not best serving the Lord? If so, what do you need to do to improve
in this area or these areas?

2. How are you serving your local body of believers?

3. How do the things we learned today connect with Stonepoint’s core values?


