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11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the

circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ,

alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without

God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of

hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one

new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,

thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who

were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers

and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure,

being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling

place for God by the Spirit.
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In the beginning, God created one man in His image, and he was to multiply and fill the earth. As hundreds of years
passed, all the people from this one man came together, desiring to make a name for themselves, and God saw the
purpose of their hearts. So to keep them from their arrogance and knowing how far they would go for their own glory,
he confused their language and “dispersed them over the face of all the earth” (Genesis 11:9). Thus the one man
became many over all the earth.

After hundreds more years, God called out of one of the nations one man, Abraham (Genesis 12), in whom He would
create one new nation. God’s purpose was to create a people that would be a light to the other nations; to show them
His goodness, His righteousness and His salvation, to be a beacon of hope and justice in a crooked and depraved
world. This nation was called Israel, and everyone else, Gentiles. Thus, the many became two.

Hundreds of years later, the nation of Israel failed to be the light of God’s righteousness to the watching world but
became self-righteous and took pride in their own self-perceived goodness and godliness. They looked down on the
Gentiles with disgust, judgment and hostility. The Gentiles, in turn, scorned God’s people with contempt. Neither
“man” represented the image they were created to bear. Neither man possessed the ability to. One, “separated from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12). The other, having for themselves the law and the commandments and
covenants of promise. Both full of iniquity, neither at peace – with each other or with God.

But now in Christ Jesus, He “has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility…
that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace” between the two, and between
them and God. Now in Christ, the one man is able to fulfill his created purpose (Ephesians 2:10), and bearing His
image, be the light and beacon of hope and justice to a watching world.



Questions:

1. What comes to mind when you think about being created in God’s image? What sense of responsibility does
that create in you?

2. How do you view those who are different from you? After reading Ephesians 2:13-22, how should you view
others despite their differences?

3. Is there a person or people you view with disgust, judgment or hostility? What steps could you take to seek
peace with them?


