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1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world,

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among

whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by

nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which

he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have

been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in

the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by

grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works,

so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
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The believers in Ephesus were living in a time when idols from their “former lives” were still popular. How easy it
would be to turn back to something they were familiar with. Or even worse, it would be easy to add these things to
their hope and salvation in Jesus Christ. Conversely, how hard is it to discipline yourself to read His Word and find rest
in it?

I love the tender heart with which Paul writes to them. He just lays down the gospel. In very simple terms he said: You
were dead by carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and now you are alive by grace through faith, not by
your works. He states that we were made alive. In other words, he is saying that we have a “new life”. But why, for
what? One reason is for God to show us his grace in kindness toward us, making emphasis that salvation is a gift from
God (verses 7-8).

The second reason is, as his workmanship, we were created for good works (verse 10). What would those good works
mean? Are they things that would benefit me? Are they things that I am afforded now as a son or daughter of God? I
think he is speaking of good works that would glorify God, those that would speak of his grace and accentuate his
kindness. These are good works in which others can see the light of Jesus Christ. Second Corinthians 4:3-4 says, “And
even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God.”

When I struggle, it helps me to read his Word. It takes the emphasis off me and places it on him. It helps me realize
that what I do is for him and because of him. And it reminds me of the great responsibility to represent his kindness
towards those around me. I begin to think about and see others more, but it requires a constant surrender of my mind
to him to his word.

Let’s stop looking at the things we can't change. Instead, let’s actively surrender to his word, his grace, and his
kindness, and let’s begin looking for opportunities in which others can see the light of the gospel in and through us.



Questions:

1. What are you depending on to save you from your sin?  Your good works?

2. What are good works according to Scripture? Read this article:
https://www.gotquestions.org/good-works-salvation.html

3. How are your good works glorifying God?

https://www.gotquestions.org/good-works-salvation.html

