
BIBLE TEXT | EXODUS 40:16-38
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16 This Moses did; according to all that the Lord commanded him, so he did. 17 In the first month in the second year,

on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected. 18 Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set

up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19 And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the

covering of the tent over it, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 20 He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and

put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and

set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 22 He put

the table in the tent of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil, 23 and arranged the bread on it

before the Lord, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 24 He put the lampstand in the tent of meeting, opposite the

table on the south side of the tabernacle, 25 and set up the lamps before the Lord, as the Lord had commanded

Moses. 26 He put the golden altar in the tent of meeting before the veil, 27 and burned fragrant incense on it, as the

Lord had commanded Moses. 28 He put in place the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 29 And he set the altar of

burnt offering at the entrance of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered on it the burnt offering and the

grain offering, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 30 He set the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar,

and put water in it for washing, 31 with which Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet. 32

When they went into the tent of meeting, and when they approached the altar, they washed, as the Lord

commanded Moses. 33 And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of the

gate of the court. So Moses finished the work.

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not

able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 36

Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would

set out. 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the

cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel

throughout all their journeys.
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As a parent, it has been an immense joy to cuddle and hold our daughters. Their laughter and curious minds delight
me, even as they grow into teenagers. I cherish the moments when they would let me hold them, kiss their cheeks,
and stroke their hair. It is harder now, though, since they are growing into young ladies with a desire for
independence, new interests, and broadening horizons. What would give me the most joy is that we could maintain
and enrich our bonds over the years, with deep conversations, gentle touches, and that our home would be a place
to anchor them for years to come.

As we conclude our study of Exodus, we find Moses’ final checklist of all the tabernacle tasks. He has done each task
with precision, just as the Lord commanded. The ultimate touch is when the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. A
cloud settled on the structure with a thickness that prohibited Moses from entering. The glory of the Lord, this
external manifestation of His being, was essential for the daily decisions within the community as it provided a visual
guide of when to move and where to go (Exodus 40:36-38).

We will often find reference to the glory of God when reading the Bible. It can be seen in creation and weather
patterns (Psalm 29), in the plagues (Exodus 7-12), in the cloud by day and pillar by night (Exodus 13:17-22), and in
shining light (Luke 2:9, Revelation 21:23). We expect this level of power and might. Our minds anticipate thunder,
lightning, and judgment.

However, let’s consider Moses’ request from Exodus 33:18: “Please show me your glory.” God does the unexpected.
His response is gentle, kind, and wonderful. “I will make all my goodness pass before you… I will be gracious to whom
I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy” (Exodus 33:19). God Himself defines his character
in Exodus 34:6-7 with these adjectives – merciful and gracious. His love pours out over His people with gentleness,
steadfast love, faithfulness, and forgiveness. His kindness is ready to burst forth over His children with whom He has
made an unbreakable covenant. His commitment to us has no termination date. The posture of God’s heart is mercy.
His glory is His goodness.

I long for this level of intimacy. My heart hungers for a friendship with our Father like Moses had as seen in Exodus
33:11 where the Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. My soul yearns deeply for the
embrace that comes from living in the glory and presence of God. I need His glory in and around me as I face the
challenges in my heart, home, work, and community.



I encourage you to speak these words to the Father: “Please show me your glory”. Begin the day by abiding in His
love, seeking intimacy with our Beloved. Fight against your self-reliance by leaning into His Word, searching for His
wisdom and comfort. I trust that His presence will surround you today.

Questions:

1. Consider Isaiah 54:7-8. What attributes of God do you see in these verses? Which characteristics demonstrate
the core of His heart for you?

2. How can you live in God’s glory today? 1 Peter 2:12 provides a guide.

3. Are you struggling with self-reliance, sin patterns, or past trauma or hurt that interfere with intimacy with
God? Re:generation is a ministry at Stonepoint that provides you with an opportunity to experience growth,
healing and new life. Re:generation meets every Monday from 7:00-9:00 pm on the Wills Point Campus. You
can join at any time without the need to register or sign-up.


