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1The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “On the first day of the first month you shall erect the tabernacle of the tent of

meeting. 3 And you shall put in it the ark of the testimony, and you shall screen the ark with the veil. 4 And you shall

bring in the table and arrange it, and you shall bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5 And you shall put the

golden altar for incense before the ark of the testimony, and set up the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 6 You

shall set the altar of burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, 7 and place the basin

between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 8 And you shall set up the court all around, and hang

up the screen for the gate of the court.

9 “Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and consecrate it and all its

furniture, so that it may become holy. 10 You shall also anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and

consecrate the altar, so that the altar may become most holy. 11 You shall also anoint the basin and its stand, and

consecrate it. 12 Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall wash them

with water 13 and put on Aaron the holy garments. And you shall anoint him and consecrate him, that he may serve

me as priest. 14 You shall bring his sons also and put coats on them, 15 and anoint them, as you anointed their father,

that they may serve me as priests. And their anointing shall admit them to a perpetual priesthood throughout their

generations.”
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In this passage, the Word discusses setting up the tabernacle at the beginning of the Jewish calendar. I find this ironic
as we read this in July, as we are into the second half of our calendar! You have probably heard the phrase “Christmas
in July” as a sort of celebration of Christmas when it is actually six months away. Christmas is a time when we should
set up the tabernacle of our hearts for the next year, so that in the new year, we can begin good works aka “New
Years’ Resolutions.” (How many of our intended resolutions have made it past this point in the year?) How great a
reminder to reset our hearts on the God who has given us direct access to him through Jesus.

I see this passage as a reminder to set up our own “tabernacle” as many of us in education head into a “new year.”
Rather than lavers, bowls, lampstands and curtains, football coaches across the state are soon preparing lockers,
classrooms, shoulder pads, helmets, and fields for our football teams to begin practices the first week of August. We
sometimes celebrate our own “Christmas in July” when we receive some new coaching gear!

Aaron’s family was consecrated as holy priests at the beginning of every year. Their purpose was to minister to the
Lord. They were to be anointed and their priesthood was to last for generations. Jesus has bought all of us, Jew or
Gentile, slave or free, into a holy nation and a royal priesthood, a kingdom of priests (1 Peter 2:9-10)! How awesome!
We do not need special celebrations or instruments (or even shoulder pads) to be a part of this kingdom of priests!
We need to be holy (1 Peter 1:15) and redeemed by the blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19). As a result, we are given
EVERYTHING as it pertains to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:2-4; Ephesians 1:4)!

I have been reminded this summer as I set up the tabernacle of my heart to minister on Christ’s behalf to the kids that
I coach this season. Coaching is my ministry. My ministry is not my coaching. I am a Christian who happens to be a
coach and not the other way around! See the identity there. We, as believers after we trust Christ, ought to see
ourselves as disciples of Jesus and ultimately ministers of His gospel!

Questions:

1. Have you ever celebrated Christmas in July? What does that look like?

2. Is the beginning of your year January 1 or another time of the year?



3. Have you set up your tabernacle before the Lord in your heart? Is everything made ready and in its place? If
not, share with your Journey Group what needs to be set in place - unpack that!

4. If you have trusted Christ, do you see yourself as a minister of the gospel? If you have not trusted Christ, what
is holding you back? God could be calling you to minister to people on his behalf like he did Aaron and his
sons!


