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1 From the blue and purple and scarlet yarns they made finely woven garments, for ministering in the Holy Place.

They made the holy garments for Aaron, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

2 He made the ephod of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 3 And they hammered out

gold leaf, and he cut it into threads to work into the blue and purple and the scarlet yarns, and into the fine twined

linen, in skilled design. 4 They made for the ephod attaching shoulder pieces, joined to it at its two edges. 5 And the

skillfully woven band on it was of one piece with it and made like it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and

fine twined linen, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 6 They made the onyx stones, enclosed in settings of gold

filigree, and engraved like the engravings of a signet, according to the names of the sons of Israel. 7 And he set them

on the shoulder pieces of the ephod to be stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel, as the Lord had

commanded Moses.

8 He made the breastpiece, in skilled work, in the style of the ephod, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and

fine twined linen. 9 It was square. They made the breastpiece doubled, a span its length and a span its breadth when

doubled. 10 And they set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle was the first row; 11 and the

second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 12 and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 13 and

the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in settings of gold filigree. 14 There were twelve

stones with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They were like signets, each engraved with its

name, for the twelve tribes. 15 And they made on the breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 16 And they



made two settings of gold filigree and two gold rings, and put the two rings on the two edges of the breastpiece. 17

And they put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 18 They attached the two ends of

the two cords to the two settings of filigree. Thus they attached it in front to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. 19

Then they made two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the

ephod. 20 And they made two rings of gold, and attached them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces

of the ephod, at its seam above the skillfully woven band of the ephod. 21 And they bound the breastpiece by its

rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it should lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, and

that the breastpiece should not come loose from the ephod, as the Lord had commanded Moses.
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In chapter 39 of Exodus, verses 1-21, the priestly garments, the ephod and breastpiece are intricately described.
These items were to be worn by Aaron as he ministered in the sanctuary. With the large amounts of gold and
precious stones used in this garment, I can only imagine that it was not only beautiful and ornate, but extremely
heavy. Throughout this short text, various instructions were given often ending a sentence with "as the Lord
commanded". This garment could be viewed as a blessing and a burden. For Aaron to complete the task required,
he would have to wear these unbelievably heavy garments to undertake the burden of ministry.

Reading this passage brings so many questions to my mind. What is the Lord commanding me to do? What is my
burden? What do I put on every day to complete the work that the Lord has set before me? Jesus says his yoke is
easy and his burden is light (Matthew 11:30). I am reminded that I cannot do anything apart from Christ (John 15:5). If
my feet hit the floor in the morning and I haven’t asked the Lord to give me strength for the day to do the things He
has called me to do, my efforts may prove fruitless. There is no amount of coffee that can provide what I need to do
His will. If I don’t carve out intentional time to be in His word daily, praying for wisdom and discernment, I often feel
lost, and my husband and my children don’t get my best. The more I abide in the Lord, the more I am aware of the
wretch I am, not worthy of His love, grace, and rich mercy (Ephesians 2:3-5).



We may not be wearing priestly garments like Aaron, but we are encouraged by the Apostle Paul to put on the
“whole armor of God” (Ephesians 6:10-18). I know I need to be armed and ready to fight the spiritual battle that is
before me, and this isn’t possible unless I am prepared. If we are fully equipped and prepared with the word of God,
we can boldly tell others about Jesus and His saving grace. We can give sacrificially to support the local church and
missions. We can use our gifts and talents to humbly serve the Lord through Stonepoint, our community, and the
world.

Questions:

1. What are you wearing?  Do you put on the whole armor of God every day, so you are prepared to go into
battle?  If not, what is preventing you?

2. What is one thing that holds you captive and prevents you from being a fully devoted follower of Christ? If
you don’t know what it is, ask the Lord in prayer to reveal it to you or humbly ask your spouse or a Journey
Group member.

3. What is your area of service?  Are you faithfully serving the Lord in some way?  If not, contact Stonepoint
today (pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com) and ask, “Where can I serve?”
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