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1 He made the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood. Five cubits was its length, and five cubits its breadth. It was

square, and three cubits was its height. 2 He made horns for it on its four corners. Its horns were of one piece with it,

and he overlaid it with bronze. 3 And he made all the utensils of the altar, the pots, the shovels, the basins, the forks,

and the fire pans. He made all its utensils of bronze. 4 And he made for the altar a grating, a network of bronze, under

its ledge, extending halfway down. 5 He cast four rings on the four corners of the bronze grating as holders for the

poles. 6 He made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze. 7 And he put the poles through the rings

on the sides of the altar to carry it with them. He made it hollow, with boards 8 He made the basin of bronze and its

stand of bronze, from the mirrors of the ministering women who ministered in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 9

And he made the court. For the south side the hangings of the court were of fine twined linen, a hundred cubits; 10

their twenty pillars and their twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 11

And for the north side there were hangings of a hundred cubits; their twenty pillars and their twenty bases were of

bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 12 And for the west side were hangings of fifty

cubits, their ten pillars, and their ten bases; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 13 And for the front

to the east, fifty cubits. 14 The hangings for one side of the gate were fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three

bases. 15 And so for the other side. On both sides of the gate of the court were hangings of fifteen cubits, with their

three pillars and their three bases. 16 All the hangings around the court were of fine twined linen. 17 And the bases

for the pillars were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. The overlaying of their capitals

was also of silver, and all the pillars of the court were filleted with silver. 18 And the screen for the gate of the court

was embroidered with needlework in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. It was twenty cubits

long and five cubits high in its breadth, corresponding to the hangings of the court. 19 And their pillars were four in

number. Their four bases were of bronze, their hooks of silver, and the overlaying of their capitals and their fillets of

silver. 20 And all the pegs for the tabernacle and for the court all around were of bronze .
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This passage continues with the building of the Tabernacle, in particular, the altar of burnt offering, the basin for
washing, and the courtyard.

The altar was built of acacia wood, it was square, but had a lot more exquisite details which are described in the
passage. Before the priests could go past the courtyard into the holy place they had to make a sacrifice for sins
committed. This had to be made on the Altar of Burnt Offering. The sacrifice had to be an animal in perfect condition.
Sacrifice means just that; to approach God costs something. Sin is abhorrent to God and sin had to be dealt with.
Once the priests made the sacrifice for sins, they could then approach God.

Another thing the priests had to do was to wash. The second condition of fellowship with God was a cleansed
lifestyle. A big brass washing bowl, called a laver, was made and put in the courtyard. The laver was bronze and its
base was bronze. It was made of the mirrors of the women who served at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. It is
interesting that the women’s mirrors were like a modern hand mirror, highly polished so the lady using it could see
herself, reflected in the metal. How much would it take for a lady to give up her mirror? I cannot imagine not having
a mirror! Ladies, can you put your makeup on without a mirror? This was a big sacrifice for these women. This was
giving in an uncommon way. To walk in God’s presence requires sacrifice and cleansing. In this instance, the
cleansing was tied to sacrifice. The sacrifice for our sins has been paid by Christ’s death on the cross. John the Baptist
spoke as he saw Jesus coming towards him in John 1:29 “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”
No more sacrifice is required (Hebrews 10:10). Cleansing in the laver for the priests would have required looking at
their reflection.  We should daily “reflect” or “look in the mirror” at our lives and seek the Lord for His will.

Next, they made the courtyard. Again precise measurements and instructions are given (Exodus 27:9-19). The court
was rectangular. Seen from the outside, the courtyard with the fence of white linen which reflected the sunlight,
exemplified purity and righteousness. I see this as an image of the holiness of God. It was understood that nothing
impure ought to penetrate such an enclosure. The entrance to the courtyard consisted of an inviting colorful gate,
made of “blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen-the work of an embroiderer.” These colors remind me
of the rainbow and the promises God makes throughout His Word (Genesis 9:13-17).

The one thing that stands out so clearly in all of this was that every detail had been closely adhered to. We see that
God had chosen well the people to do this work. He had chosen people who would follow His plan to the letter. How



willing are we to sacrifice and follow God’s commandments to the letter? Yes, it is impossible to be perfect, but our
attitude and desire should seek to be perfect daily (Matthew 5:48).

Questions:

1. What have you sacrificed in order to draw close to the Lord?

2. The white linen depicts righteousness.  Is that what others see when they look at you?

3. Is there sin in your life that you need to lay before the altar?  If so, share with your Journey Group and confess
that sin before the Lord.


