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1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every man

whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. 3 And this is the contribution that you shall receive

from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats' hair, 5 tanned

rams' skins, goatskins, acacia wood, 6 oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7

onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece. 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I

may dwell in their midst. 9 Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so

you shall make it.

10 “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and

a cubit and a half its height. 11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and outside shall you overlay it, and you shall

make on it a molding of gold around it. 12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put them on its four feet, two

rings on the one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it. 13 You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay

them with gold. 14 And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by them. 15 The

poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark the

testimony that I shall give you.

17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its

breadth. 18 And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of

the mercy seat. 19 Make one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy

seat shall you make the cherubim on its two ends. 20 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above,

overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of

the cherubim be. 21 And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony

that I shall give you. 22 There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim

that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people

of Israel.
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Exodus 25-31 covers all the instructions for the pattern of the tabernacle and all its furnishings. A tabernacle is the
dwelling place of God, the holy place where He inhabits and speaks to the people. Many times it is also called the
Tent of Meeting.

It is interesting to see that God invites the people to participate in its construction. He could have designed and built it
all by Himself. Instead, the Lord asks for His people to contribute from the heart. Why would He do that? Gifts that are
given from a willing heart are used by God to create a glorious place of worship. He uses our gifts to complete and
fulfill His work.

This call to give willingly is ours today. Consider 2 Corinthians 8:1-5. The churches of Macedonia were known by a
characteristic of generosity, giving beyond their means and even out of extreme poverty. The people were eager,
begging Paul to take part in ministry to the church and the community. Their hearts were “first to the Lord and then by
the will of God” to others (2 Corinthians 8:5). Paul encourages us to excel in this act of grace.

Proverbs 3:9-10 lays out a key principal for our generosity: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of
all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.” When we give
generously with a willing heart, God honors that gift with His own overflow.

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the
LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no
more need” Malachi 3:10. God’s economy is different from this world’s economy, which demands that we store up for
ourselves. Instead, He invites us to practice generosity so that we can experience His full blessing in our lives.

I encourage you, today, to look for opportunities to be generous, giving to the local body of Christ with your tithes
and offerings, and to others around you. God is building sacred spaces of worship in our lives as we respond
cheerfully to His great gift of love.



Questions:

1. How could you eagerly use your gifts to participate in God’s work today? Read 2 Corinthians 9:7.

2. How will you give yourself to the Lord first and then to others today?

3. The contributions that were requested but not demanded by God were highly valued and extravagant
materials (Exodus 25:3-7). Consider your recent gifts. Are you giving from your excess, from your firstfruits, or
from your riches?


