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1 Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel,

and worship from afar. 2 Moses alone shall come near to the Lord, but the others shall not come near, and the people

shall not come up with him.” 3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the rules.[a] And all

the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the Lord has spoken we will do.”4 And Moses wrote

down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve

pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt

offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. 6 And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins,

and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of

the people. And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8 And Moses took the

blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in

accordance with all these words.”
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Have you ever been a VIP? Have you ever had a back-stage pass or access to some otherwise forbidden area? It is a
great feeling isn’t it? Just as recent as a month ago, I was within ten feet of Patrick Mahomes, the quarterback for the
Kansas City Chiefs.  However, I was not granted access to get a picture with him or his autograph.

In this passage, God says to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the
elders of Israel, and worship from afar.” Worship from afar. Employees only. Reserved seating. Back of the line for
you. Worship from afar. Oh, except for Moses. He can come up. Moses is the VIP. You might expect there would be
people upset about this. “Why should he get to go up, but we cannot?” But no one is upset over this. Why are they
so willing to be denied access to God? Quite frankly, they are terrified. I think I would have been right there along
with them. The people had previously experienced the Lord descending on Mount Sinai in a cloud of smoke and fire.
Lightning was flashing all about (Exodus 20:18-21). The sound of trumpets blast until the earth shook. They



immediately say to Moses, “You go talk to God. He likes you. We are not going anywhere near that mountain.” They
had seen God’s power and it was terrifying. They saw a God who was capable of destroying anything and everyone.
However, God does not consume the people; he tells them to worship from afar specifically so they are not
consumed.

Now the covenant ratification ceremony began. God had initiated and offered to enter into a relationship with them.
They responded positively. God then communicated to them all the details of the relationship, and they reaffirmed
their commitment to this relationship. It was put in writing. God’s words were too important to rely on human
recollection or the creative nature of memory. It had to be written down. With the same idea, God spoke through
Habakkuk: “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it” (Habakkuk 2:2).

While Moses is on the mountain God tells him to make a sacrifice. Moses erected 12 pillars, symbolizing the 12 tribes
of Israel. He had a bunch of animals slaughtered, then he instructed the young men to prepare burnt offerings and
sacrifice young bulls as fellowship offerings to the Lord. The blood was caught in basins. One half of the blood is
thrown on the altar. Moses then reads the Book of the Covenant and when he finishes, for the third time, the people
in unity say “All the Lord has spoken, we will do and be obedient.” This was done as a group, as a body; they were a
unit, and so it should be (Philippians 2:1-4). He then takes the other half of the blood from the basin and he sprinkles it
on the people. As I read this part, my thought was “Ewe!! Blood smells! It also stains.” However, this is HUGE! Israel
has truly ratified the covenant which God gave through Moses. God confirms His covenant with His people by the
blood (Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 9:18). The shedding of blood signifies that the sinner could once again approach God
because something had died in his place. Because of Christ’s blood, my sins are washed away (Ephesians 1:7). You
see, without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins, and if there is no forgiveness of sin, then there is no
fellowship with God. I am so thankful that Jesus has already paid the price for our sin. We too, can be set apart and
made holy if we give our life to Him, Jesus, the one who shed his blood on the cross for us to receive salvation.

Questions:

1. What had to take place before Moses and the leaders of Israel could ascend the mountain and meet with
God?

2. The people in this passage promise to obey God, not just once but twice in this passage.  What promises
have you made to God?  Have you kept those promises?

3. If our obedience is not what binds our relationship with God and if what we do doesn’t define who we are,
then what’s the purpose of our obedience? What role does our obedience play in our relationship with God
and why should we obey Him?


