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23 “You shall make a table of acacia wood. Two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its

height. 24 You shall overlay it with pure gold and make a molding of gold around it. 25 And you shall make a rim

around it a handbreadth wide, and a molding of gold around the rim. 26 And you shall make for it four rings of gold,

and fasten the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 27 Close to the frame the rings shall lie, as holders for the

poles to carry the table. 28 You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, and the table shall

be carried with these. 29 And you shall make its plates and dishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with which

to pour drink offerings; you shall make them of pure gold. 30 And you shall set the bread of the Presence on the table

before me regularly. 31 “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be made of hammered work:

its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32 And there shall be six branches

going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out

of the other side of it; 33 three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and

three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch—so for the six branches

going out of the lampstand. 34 And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms, with

their calyxes and flowers, 35 and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out from the

lampstand. 36 Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single piece of

hammered work of pure gold. 37 You shall make seven lamps for it. And the lamps shall be set up so as to give light

on the space in front of it. 38 Its tongs and their trays shall be of pure gold. 39 It shall be made, with all these utensils,

out of a talent of pure gold. 40 And see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is being shown you on

the mountain.
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Many years ago I started tuning into several baking competition shows.  I was completely enamored with how they
could take a few ingredients and create something marvelous.  One particular show had a segment called a
“Technical Bake.” The so-called “amateur bakers” would be given a recipe with specific instructions on how to bake
and construct a very difficult dessert or pastry. They would wade through the instructions, following step by step
without the help of the expert. Inevitably, some bakers would have failed attempts while others created
masterpieces.

Moses was instructed to make a “Table of Showbread” for the tabernacle.  He was given detailed instructions on how
to construct the table along with all of the dishes and such.  God, the expert, was giving Moses, the amateur, the
exact blueprint.  What’s even more amazing is that God gives him the ability to carry through with the construction.
God also tells Moses to “set the bread of the Presence on the table before me regularly.” For man, bread meets a
basic need.  In fact, God met the needs of the Israelites by providing manna, or bread from heaven.  However, the
showbread was to reveal a bigger necessity…God himself.

Jesus says in John 6:35, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me
shall never thirst.” Christ is our necessity!  He is the living bread that came down from heaven.  We can trust him to
satisfy our spiritual hunger and thirst (Matthew 5:6). Moreover, in Matthew 4:4, Jesus tells the devil “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  The word of God can fulfill us spiritually and
the Spirit can help us walk in a manner worthy of the calling.  In other words, for those who trust in Jesus, we have the
expert to guide us and give us the ability to be “His workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10).

As His workmanship, we can only accomplish good works when we hunger and thirst after his righteousness and
seek the Lord’s daily provision. Thankfully, as we seek the Lord, we don’t do it in the dark. Just as God provided the
“Table of Showbread”, He also gave Israel a “Lampstand”. It was the only light source in the tabernacle and a depiction
of the light of the world we find in Christ. In essence, the only light we have in our lives is because Jesus, the Light of
the world, has called us out of darkness into the marvelous light of Christ (1 Peter 2:9). When John tells us to live in
the light as Christ is in the light (1 John 1:7), He reminds us of our great need for God’s light in our life.

As followers of Jesus, these items in the tabernacle point us to a true and greater bread and light. Hence why Psalm
119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”



Questions:

1. Do you struggle to abide daily with the Lord?  If so, confess this to someone in your Journey Group and create
some next steps to help you abide.

2. Read Ephesians 2:10.  Why were you created?

3. Matthew 5:16 says, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” In what ways are you seeking to be a light in the world in
order to give glory to God?


