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2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God

may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may

make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6

Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each

person.
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I am super blessed! I get the opportunity to visit with all kinds of different people in my daily tasks. As a Meals on
Wheels delivery driver and a third-party inspector for bridge components, I can span almost the entirety of Van
Zandt County and half of Henderson County in one day. So, when I read this passage that is what immediately came
to mind.

Today as I was driving, I looked into my rearview to see a car I never saw coming. The lady was giving me the bird for
a full minute, and I had no idea what I had done to make her want to hurt me. I ran the gamut of emotions with anger
trying to trump them all, and then went into a reflective prayer, “Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”
And then I thought this is exactly what Paul is saying when he tells us to pray steadfastly and be watchful in verse 2.
Keep praying, be thankful for life with Jesus, and be watchful that you don’t also fall into the temptation to cause
someone else pain (Mark 14:38). All of this occured after I sent a text message out early in the morning to my friends
with a heartfelt plea that we all pray God would raise up messengers of hope for Ukraine and Russia.. However,
shouldn’t we all be praying for messengers in and around our own communities - that God would open doors here,
too, just as verse 3 says? The only way I could ever be confident enough to be that messenger is to abide daily and
remain in Him (John 15:5). I cannot say enough how studying my bible has changed my life.



Then we get to verse 5. I don’t think Paul is asking everyone to run out and buy a day planner, I think he is telling us to
spend our day letting the Spirit move us in carrying out our responsibilities. He will then cause us to be in the right
places at the right times to show wisdom to outsiders and have interesting conversations (verse 6). If we want to
know what that looks like, we need only to ask James. “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure;
then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17).

Father, would you help us to be more like the wisdom described by James? Would you strengthen us as individuals
and as the body of Christ? Remind us that this is a global and a local mission. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Questions:

1. Have you let others' actions lead you into the temptation of acting poorly yourself? If so, confess this with
your Journey Group.

2. Do you feel comfortable enough to share the gospel and pray with a stranger? If not, would you ask a mentor
or Journey Group leader to help you grow in that confidence?

3. Would you like more information on reading and studying your bible? Check out this link for help::
http://stonepointchurch.com/resources/bible-reading-plans
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