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3:18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with

them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children,

lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way

of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as

for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are

serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.

4:1 Masters, treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.
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Life is full of relationships. You do not have to look or go far before you are experiencing or interacting in some sort of
relationship. Whether we realize it or not we have many, albeit some deeper and more meaningful than others, yes,
but nonetheless we have many of them. Familial, romantic, marriage, friends, workplace, gym, and the barista at our
favorite coffee shop are all relationships. How we interact in these relationships matters deeply, though the depth of
them should not determine who we represent in them. We are to “put off the old self with its practices and [put] on
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator” (verse 9). We are to put off the flesh
and put on the spiritual. Author Max Anders said, “true spirituality deals with ‘real life.’” And real life is full of
relationships. In Colossians 3:18-4:1, Paul deals with three kinds.



There is unique instruction for each, but the broader lesson is one of authority, submission, and obedience.
Whichever side of these relationships we find ourselves on, they are places of opportunity to display the new self.
Compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience can be shown in places of authority and roles in
submission to authority (verse 12). Above all else love is on display as it binds all things together. Acting in love,
husbands are not harsh with their wives. Wives are submissive due to the love they receive. Children obey out of
respect and encouragement because they know they are loved when parents are not provoking or irritating them to
a broken spirit. Employers acting in love treat their employees justly and fairly acknowledging their worth, in turn,
employees work sincerely.

All this takes place when we realize we ourselves are all under the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ and it is him that
we ultimately serve (3:24; 4:1). It is in this relationship that we find the basis of all others.

Questions:

1. Just as a reminder, based on what we learned about Christ in Colossians 1 & 2, why would we submit to Christ
in our relationships?

2. As you think about your relationships and your role in them, what comes easier to you, a compassionate
heart, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience or harshness, bitterness, and insincerity?  Why?

3. Depending on how you answered question 1, what steps can/should you take to adjust your actions in those
relationships or continue in the way you are?


