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24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for

the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that

was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but

now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the

glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching

everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his

energy that he powerfully works within me.

For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen

me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full

assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For

though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith

in Christ.
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My name is Mark and I have a new life in Christ. This is how we introduce ourselves at Re:Generation. In 2015 I was
asked to step into more of a leadership role in the Re:Generation ministry. I agreed to the challenge and quickly
realized that I was way over my head when it came to this new job. I had thought that I was equipped to handle
ministry and, boy, was I mistaken. I was operating using my talents and wisdom, and what a mistake that was. I prayed
about the situation and got some very important counsel from my brothers who were more seasoned in the ministry
game. As it turned out the solution was quite simple. I was trying to do things with Christ as my helper and not my
guide. I have a new life IN Christ (verse 27) not a new life AND/WITH Christ. All our strength, wisdom, and
qualifications come from Christ and His Spirit. Step 3 in ReGen is “Trust”. That means that we are to trust God with
everything, with our entire life, not just the parts when we are struggling and lost. I wasn’t doing that. Even Paul tells
us in verse 29 of today's text, that his struggle and toil was overcome by relying fully on Christ’s strength and not his
own.

As we read in Ephesians, we are all called to ministry (4:12). Since that first experience in 2015, I have been led into
other tasks and ministries both inside and outside of Stonepoint. It is my opinion that as a believer my most important
ministry (being an example of Christ) is at home with my family, both immediate and extended. Unfortunately, I do fail
at this at times when I cater to my flesh, but because of the relationship I have with Christ, I don’t stay there long. As
the body at Stonepoint, we have many valuable ministries that are always needing “ministers''. God only wants our
obedience. We should all be ready to respond as Isaiah 6:8 says, “'And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.'” Our God is steadfast and consistent; He will
provide all that we need to accomplish His task.

Questions:

1. Are you living in Christ or with Christ?

2. What is keeping you from ministering/serving at Stonepoint?

3. How often will you have quiet conversation with the Lord this week?


