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15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created

through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of

the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether

on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in

mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and

blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting

from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I,

Paul, became a minister.
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We prioritize a lot of things these days - jobs, careers, leisure activities, family life, children’s activities, church life, and
a myriad of other things. Prioritization is based upon several ever-changing aspects of our lives, such as: time, energy,
comfort, temperament, stress, overall wellness, to name a few. At a moment's notice we can shift schedules and
commitments to best suit our current moods or desires that pull us in different directions. The flexibility that is built
into certain areas is most often centered purely on convenience. Where flexibility doesn’t exist is when we begin to
see those aspects of prioritization turn negative. Time becomes a constraint, not a blessing, Comfort becomes



discomfort as we feel behind. Stress ensues and temperament shifts from pleasant to irritability. Our words become
terse and often harsh. Our mood is discontented. Wellness is shot as we are stretched more and more thin. Lacking
the rest so needed, we remove from our schedule the things that are easiest to release, until all that is left is likely the
thing that started the spiral to begin with.

What causes this downward spiral? What is it on our list that should be reprioritized to produce such efficiency that
positive results will always be found? Did you say church life? Perhaps. But is church life really the thing that should
be first? The better question is: what should be on the list that is not? And when it is on the list, where should it be?

What if I told you that it isn’t an it at all, it is a He?

In our text today we read that Jesus is the creator of all things and all things were created for him (verse 16). (Consider
your list real quick, who’s it for?) In verse 17 Paul says, “in him all things hold together.” (Consider your list). Verse 18
says, “He is the beginning, the firstborn (also verse 15, meaning first in rank, not in time)...that in everything he might be
preeminent.” Jesus should have such supremacy in our lives that he does not become an item on our list. He is our list
(Matthew 22:37)!

We do have schedules. We have things in our lives that we must do, yes.  However, our lives become unmanageable
when we take Jesus out of the place he is meant to be in our lives, which should always be first. The reality is that his
preeminence has always existed. He “is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). His presence and
position in our lives will forever be the determining factor in how we handle the ever-changing aspects of our lives.

Questions:

1. Who do you center your list of priorities around? Where does Jesus (not church, though it is important) rank in
your list of priorities?

2. When life becomes hectic, what is the first thing you typically remove from your schedule?

3. What do you need to reprioritize in order to put Jesus in the proper place he should be in your life?


