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1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To the saints and faithful brothers in

Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in

Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this

you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it

is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of

God in truth, 7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on

your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the

knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully

pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with

all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who

has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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As I studied this passage, a couple of words stood out to me: “heard” and “understood”. Hearing of their faith, love,
and hope, Paul expresses his thankfulness by exhorting the church of Colossae. He reminds them of the truth they
heard and understood, which was the gospel of Jesus Christ. As I read verse 4 in this passage, I began thinking about
how the Colossians came to faith. Verse 7 gives us our answer: Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant.



It might seem elementary, but this is where a life of faith in Jesus Christ begins, through hearing. Romans 10:17 tells us
that, “faith comes from hearing and hearing through the word of Christ.” Every single one of us who has faith in Jesus
has heard the gospel from someone. Personally speaking, the Lord used my grandparents as His vessels to proclaim
His truth to me. I was blessed to hear of God’s love for me at a very early age. It was because of the godly lives they
led that I came to faith in Christ. I loved the Lord at an early age because of their love for the Lord. You see, just as the
Lord used Epaphras to spread the word to the Colossians, and my grandparents to spread the word to me, the Lord
still uses His people today to accomplish His purposes.

Once the gospel is heard, it is the Spirit who moves in a person allowing them to come to an understanding of the
gospel, which leads to changed lives. Only then will we desire to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord in such a way
that pleases Him, bearing fruit in every good work (verse 10).

I’m reminded of all of those who still need to hear the word of truth. Romans 10:14 says, “How will they call on him in
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?” We have a
responsibility, church, to share the gospel with a lost and dying world.

Questions:

1. Who has been an Epaphras in your life? Take time to give thanks to God for them. Consider giving them a call
and sharing your thankfulness with them.

2. Have you heard and understood the gospel of Jesus Christ? If not, please reach out to
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com. We would love to share the good news with you.

3. Do you feel burdened for someone in particular in your life who needs to hear and understand the grace of
God in truth? If no one stands out to you, ask the Lord to bring to mind someone who needs to hear the
gospel. Ask him for the courage to share with those in your life who are lost in darkness.
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