
 
 
 

BIBLE TEXT  |  1 TIMOTHY 1:18-20 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

18 This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, 

that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have 

made shipwreck of their faith, 20 among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan 

that they may learn not to blaspheme. 
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Barely over one hundred years ago, a ship carrying some 2,200 passengers was crossing the Atlantic Ocean on its 
maiden voyage. On the fourth day of its five and a half-day trip, during the middle of the night, it was reported that 
icebergs had been spotted. Principle would say to slow the ship down in order to maneuver around such obstacles 
which posed such grave danger. Boasted as “unsinkable,” the choice was made to continue on at speed. Fatefully, an 
iceberg was spotted “dead ahead” and the attempt to evade was too late. The hull was breached and the vessel was 
shipwrecked and three hours later would founder.  
 
Paul entrusted Timothy with a charge. The charge is in verses 3-4 and the way in which he is to carry out that charge 
is to “wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience” (verse 18-19), and also stated in verse 5 as to “love 
from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.” In Ephesians chapter 6, Paul tells the church at Ephesus, 
the church that he charged Timothy to lead, that our battle is not against “flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6:12) The “good warfare” is the struggle that all Christians engage in when we seek to 
honor the Lord in anything we do; for we though we are no longer of this world, we still live in it. So, any effort to 
pursue Christ and walk in his Spirit is to wage warfare, and we are to do this with a “good conscience.” We are to walk 
blamelessly before the Lord, not perfectly, but free of guilt, shame, and dishonor. Leaving the battle with nothing evil 
to be said of you, but only the confident assertion that we have “fought the good fight...I have kept the faith” (2 

 



 
Timothy 4:7). As much as I may desire to be able to say that as Paul did toward my end, I should desire more to say 
that now, for the battle rages on! This is the principle. 
 
As the battle rages on, and in many places, the enemy is more relentless in his assault, we are warned against 
rejecting the principle. Stooping to the enemy’s level, taking his tactics for our own, returning “fire for fire” is not “love 
from a pure heart” or a “good conscience.” It wasn’t the iceberg that caused the shipwreck, but a rejection of 
principle. A rejection of warning. Hymenaeus and Alexander did not have their faith shipwrecked, they “made 
shipwreck of their faith.”  
 
Whether you are leading a church, as Timothy was. leading a Journey Group, leading your family, leading yourself: 
the charge, and the command, are the same. “Love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith...and 
wage the good warfare.” “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:21) This is fighting 
the good fight. 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. In what ways have you been fighting the good fight? 
 

2. In what ways have you been overwhelmed by fear and circumstance and let go of a “sincere faith”? 
 

3. In what ways may you be currently shipwrecking your faith?How have you ignored the warnings of your 
journey group or other brothers or sisters in Christ? What can you begin to do to return to a sincere faith and 
a good conscience? 
 
 
 
 

 

 


