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54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55 But he, full of the

Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said,

"Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God." 57 But they cried out with

a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him.

And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning

Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord,

do not hold this sin against them." And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in

Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout

men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house

after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.
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Most movies and books we read exemplify a “good versus evil” storyline. Primarily, the good character defeats the
evil character, and justice is served. As we watch, we are filled with emotion that leaves us feeling victorious. This
story takes such a different turn, and who we would deem as evil and unredeemable, God does not.

At the end of Acts 7, we read about the first martyr for Christ. Stephen faithfully revealed the truth of the Messiah and
pleaded with the council to listen. He was filled with the Holy Spirit, who enabled him to share with boldness. His
audience, the Sanhedrin, was enthralled with so much rage and hatred toward him that they wanted him dead. In the



midst of his preaching, praying, and persecution, Stephen sees such an amazing image; Jesus standing at the right
hand of the Father! However, this did not stop the Sanhedrin from casting Stephen out and stoning him. Stephen
cried out in prayer for the Lord to receive his Spirit, and to not hold their sin against them. Very similarly, Christ called
out before his death, burial, and resurrection in Luke 23:34, “And Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.’” Both prayed a prayer of forgiveness for the offender. It gives insight into what Jesus was teaching
when he said “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:43-44).

Now for the rest of the story. Onlooking the stoning was Saul from Tarsus. He watched Stephen’s execution and
accepted it as satisfactory. He led other revolts against the Jerusalem church and sought out house after house,
looking to put an end to anyone who didn’t believe the way he did. Do you recall Stephen’s prayer? It seems to be
one that God used in Saul’s life. Saul, later called Paul, would eventually repent and follow Christ. David Guzik put it
this way, “God heard Stephen’s prayer, and Paul is the evidence of it. We have no idea how greatly God can use us in
our times of suffering.” Justice for Saul didn’t look like what I might write for him, but God had a greater plan. Isaiah
55:8-9 says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Paul
would become a faithful servant of Jesus!

Stephen prayed for those who mobbed him and revealed how we should be praying for those around us. His prayer
shows the kind of forgiveness that leads to reconciliation. He trusted the Lord’s plan and was fearless in sharing the
good news of Jesus with others. It may have cost his life, but even if one comes to repentance, he considered it
worth it.

Questions:

1. How well do you pray for others? Do you pray for those who don’t practice or believe the same way as you?

2. Do you faithfully pray for your enemies?

3. Do you struggle with forgiveness? Is there someone you find hard to forgive?


