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11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had

touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. 13

Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil

spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva

were doing this. 15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 16 And

the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all[a] of them and overpowered them, so that they fled

out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and

Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of those who were

now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. 19 And a number of those who had practiced magic

arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted the value of them and found

it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.
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The men in verse 13 have seen and heard about the miracles God was doing through Paul and assumed that Paul
was doing the miracles himself. So because he was just a man, and they were just men, they thought they could do
anything Paul could do and become famous like him. Of course, we know and understand that Paul was NOT doing
it. See verse 11: God did extraordinary miracles THROUGH Paul. God enabled Paul to perform miracles because
Ephesus was full of wizardry, sorcery, and magic (verses 18-19), and this allowed Paul to demonstrate God’s power
right there in Satan’s territory. When people mess around with spiritual things in ignorance, they can get into a great
deal of trouble.

The evil spirit in verse 15 said, “I recognize Jesus and I know Paul, but who are you?” I’m not sure I’d be too proud, or
excited to know that the demons know me, but they knew Jesus because he created them and they had served him



at one time before they rebelled. They knew Paul because he was so busy serving God and doing His work in the
world.  We need to also be known by demons and people of the world as one who is “close to Jesus.”

Paul was not seeking his own glory; he was seeking God’s glory. Paul was not doing his own will; he was doing God’s
will. And because of Paul’s continued obedience, verses 17- 20 show us that the Jews and Gentiles were all seized
with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. In this way, the word of the Lord spread widely and
grew in power.

Questions:

1. If the demons heard your name, would they laugh or tremble? The way they respond to you and the way
others respond to you will be related to how close you are to Jesus.

2. Why are you serving others? Do you always give all of the glory to God, or do you try to take at least a little of
the glory?


