
BIBLE TEXT | ACTS 8:26-40
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem

to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28

and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go

over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you

understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to

come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led

to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice

was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And the eunuch said

to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip

opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were

going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from

being baptized?” 37 (a) 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and

the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip

away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as

he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

(a) Some manuscripts add all or most of verse 37: And Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he
replied, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”



DEVOTIONAL FOR ACTS 8:26-40
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: SARA ST. CLAIR

I was not raised in a Christian home. I was raised with good values and loving parents, but it was not a Christian
home. I attended Sunday school with friends and did a little reading of the Bible on my own, but quickly became
confused and put it back on the shelf. When I got married, I believed there was a God, but did not understand the
whole “God-Jesus-Holy Spirit connection.” I went to church with my husband because of the singing, stained glass
windows, and the kind people. When we read scripture and the sermon was taught, I would read and listen politely
because I knew they were important, but I did not understand most of what was being said. It was not until I was in
my thirties that some life experiences, my husband, and well-placed mentors in my life helped me understand the
truth about Jesus and what he had done for us. My eyes were opened and I accepted Christ completely and willingly
into my heart. I was so excited about this new life in Christ that I requested to be baptized to represent this decision I
had made. All of these events created an eagerness inside me to learn and grow in my relationship with the Lord.
And wouldn’t you know, the Bible started to make sense to me!

I “get” the eunuch from today’s reading. Do you? He was obedient to the Lord and read scripture, but did not
understand it until he accepted Christ into his heart. I was the same. It wasn’t until someone approached him and
helped him truly understand the Good News that he believed. I was the same. He wanted to be baptized right away.
I was the same.  He was excited about the new life he had been given. I was the same. I still am today.

I have read verse thirty-nine many times, but not until recently when I read it did I understand why the Spirit carried
Philip away when they came out of the water: the eunuch no longer needed Philip to interpret scripture. The eunuch
had the Holy Spirit to help him with this. Jesus declared, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you
the things that are to come” (John 16:13). Reading and understanding the Bible can be a struggle at times, even with
the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Brothers and sisters, this is where I implore you to slow down and pray about what you are
reading. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what you are to learn from the reading. Seek to learn what the Scripture is
teaching you about our Lord. Find a reputable translation of the Bible that is easier for you to understand. Don’t give
up. Seek guidance from church leadership or your Journey Group. With perseverance and discipline, I promise you
will start to understand more of what scripture is telling you than you ever thought possible. Then you can go on
your way, rejoicing as the eunuch did (verse 39), sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, and following the Great
Commission (Matthew 28: 19-20a).



Questions:

1. Have you recently accepted Christ fully into your heart and want to speak to someone about that recent
decision and what your next steps may be?

2. How is your perseverance and discipline with regard to abiding in the Word daily? What can you do to
improve on your reading, understanding, and application of what you are reading? Prayer? A reputable Bible
translation you might more easily understand? Please reach out to your Journey Group leader(s) and/or
church leadership for help with this.

3. We are called to go and make disciples by sharing the good news with others. How might you share the good
news with someone this week? How many people each week will you commit to sharing the good news of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with?


