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8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Then some of

those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the

Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand

the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have

heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people and the elders and

the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false

witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for we have heard

him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15

And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.
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Stephen is one of my favorite people to read about in the Bible. While his appearance in the Bible is brief, he was
quite remarkable. In fact, he was so unique that it didn’t take much time for people to recognize the Spirit in him. In
these short passages, we see just how quickly recognition of Stephen spread and what the outcome was.

While as Christians we learn to appreciate such kind and wonderful people that stand amongst us strong in the faith,
there will always be those who are able to do the complete opposite. Stephen, in these passages, is shown to have a
close relationship with God. Not only do his brothers in Christ notice, but also people who are not so welcoming to
the great wonders and signs that he performs. In these passages, I am reminded that for every positive action there
will always be a negative one waiting and plotting around the corner, because we have an enemy lurking (1 Peter 5:8).

Stephen had such a tender relationship with God that, in verse 15, it goes so far as to say his face was like that of an
angel. It’s amazing that our brother in Christ, Stephen, was so close to God that his literal physical appearance
changed.



In Stonepoint Kids, we have been in Ephesians 6:10-18 on Sunday mornings. We’ve been working through these
passages with the kids to start training them on how to put on the armor of God. Needless to say, through these
passages it is very apparent that Stephen had taken up that armor. Though in later passages his physical body was
brought down, I could only imagine a strong, spiritual, fully-armored body was headed straight to be with God.

Questions:

1. Are you walking with God’s full grace and power?

2. Are you equipping yourself with God’s truth to withstand the trials of this world (Ephesians 6:17)?

3. Are you taking time to not only appreciate someone you know who has a very close relationship with God but
to pray for them?


