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1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the

Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full

number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3

Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we

will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they

said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and

Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the

apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a

great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
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Distractions, UGH! Have you ever gone from your living room to your bedroom to get something, but by the time you
got there you couldn’t remember what you went there to get? Please tell me I’m not alone! Or maybe you began
folding clothes, or mowing the lawn, but then stopped to wash the dishes in the sink, or trim a few trees, only to
realize you never completed the first task? Can I get an “Amen”? Distractions are a part of life. Sometimes they are
beneficial, but many times they are not, as we’ll see from today’s passage.

In the first four chapters of Acts, we have seen the incredible, supernatural work of God through the power of the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit enabled God’s people to speak in languages they did not know so that the gospel could be
spread to all people, regardless of nation or tongue (Acts 2:1-41)! That very day, three thousand were saved (Acts 2:41)!
The Spirit united believers so that they were devoting themselves in care for one another, and as a result, God
continued to bring about the salvation of many people (Acts 2:42-47). The Spirit healed, gave boldness to, and



brought about unity within the early church (Acts 3-4), as He still does today. Satan, however, despises the work of the
Spirit and the church. We’ve already begun to see how he attacked the early church through opposition, intimidation,
and even corruption from within. In today’s passage, we see how the enemy tries to create division, a distraction,
within the body of Christ.

Many of the Christians in the early church were considered either Hellenists or Hebrews. Both were from Jewish
backgrounds. The Hebrews were mostly from Judea, more steeped in Jewish culture, and used the Hebrew
Scriptures. The Hellenists were from all over the Roman Empire (Jews of the Diaspora, or those who had been
dispersed), were more inclined to embrace Greek culture and used the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old
Testament. They were now united in Christ. While they once worshiped separately, they now came together in one
fellowship. However, Satan continued to use their differences to try to divide them and to prevent the further spread
of the gospel. This is always his goal.

Thankfully, we see a great example from the apostles in this passage. They didn’t ignore the issue or brush it under
the rug. Instead, they gathered all the disciples and had them appoint godly leaders to help take care of this conflict
and handle the administration of the church. They did this so that they could keep their focus on prayer and
preaching the gospel. They were determined to keep “the main thing the main thing.” Because of this, “the word of
God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly” (Verse 7). We have to be diligent to do
the same. Otherwise, we will be easily sidetracked by Satan’s schemes and our own selfish desires.

There is a reason why the work of ministry is to be done by the entire body of Christ, not just the leaders (Ephesians
4:11-13). We all have a part to play in the spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Let’s do our part and keep “the main
thing the main thing.”

Questions:

1. How have you seen Satan try to distract the body, or even yourself, from focusing on Christ and the gospel?

2. Why is it important to pursue unity? (Read Ephesians 4:1-6; John 17:20-23; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20.)

3. How can you step up and do your part in helping the body of Christ and its leaders to keep the “main thing
the main thing”?


