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1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s full

knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet. 3 Then

Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for

yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was

sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human

beings but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had

happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 7

About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the

price you and Ananias got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire

to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry

you out also.” 10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her

dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard

about these events.
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It’s easy to read this passage of Scripture and think, “Wow, this feels extreme!” But is it? Here we see two individuals
deciding in their hearts not to follow the example of those who were humbly sacrificing themselves for the Mission,
while portraying an image that they were indeed fully devoted to the same cause. They lied to God and to His
people! Whether they weren’t sure they could trust this new movement, or they found a sense of false security in
withholding some of the proceeds, either way, it’s clear that their affections were divided between Heaven and Earth...
and God was jealous for His Name!

In James 4:4-5, we see that “friendship with the world is enmity with God” and “He yearns jealously over the Spirit that
He has made to dwell in us.” God has called us to be a people without mixture, holy and pure before Him. And when
we choose to walk in purity, it’s then we experience the richness of what God affords us in Christ. However, we miss
out on that blessing if our lives are so filled with clinging to the distractions of this world. Therefore we must be
careful to guard our hearts (Proverbs 4:23), so our devotion to God is not divided as it was in Ananias and Sapphira
(Matthew 6:24).

Jesus says “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:34). So when we reflect on our own life (how
we spend our time, money, energy, etc.), what does our heart actually treasure? God chose to sacrifice His own Son
for us, so may we resolve in our hearts a willingness to sacrifice all for Him, to treasure Him above all, no matter the
cost!

“Satan is so much more in earnest than we are - he buys up the opportunity while we are wondering how much it will
cost.” ~ Amy Carmichael

Questions:

1. How is lying to God evidence of divided affections?

2. In what area(s) of your life have you chosen to not fully surrender to God?

3. What steps can you take to repent, let go, and fully trust Him?


