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23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them.

24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the

earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy

Spirit, “‘Why did the Gentiles rage,and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers

were gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’-27 for truly in this city there were gathered together

against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the

peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon

their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your

hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had

prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and

continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and

soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And

with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon

them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and

brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of

Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.
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You may have heard it said that given enough time, a person’s true colors will be revealed. Time, though, is not the
catalyst for that revelation whenever it may be. It will be circumstances, positive or negative, that do the revealing, and
more so with the latter. The right amount of pressure, difficulty, uncertainty, fear, doubt, or pain can prompt all of us to



reveal what’s inside—good or bad (Luke 6:45). Often enough, expectations, more specifically unmet expectations, can
reveal our “true colors.” We often begin new things or enter into new seasons with an outlook or expectation for the
coming period of time or event - the beginning of a new venture or new job, a new school year with a new
curriculum, a new season with a new game plan. No matter what it is, at the moment of adversity we are faced with a
decision…how will we respond? That response will be what shows our “true colors.”

At the beginning of the book of Acts we read of the birth of the church—the beginning of something entirely new. The
world had never known it, and never had there been anything like it. The apostles, though, for sure knew what to
expect because Jesus told them what to expect: “Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than
his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:18). “I have said these things to you, that in me
you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation” (John 16:33). Literally a day into the brand new church age
Peter and John find themselves arrested and in jail, then questioned by the high priest and rulers and elders of the
people (Acts 4:5-20). How did they respond? By “[lifting] their voices together to God (verse 24).” Their focus went
upwards. Their prayer began with praise and ended with an appeal to the “Sovereign Lord'' to “grant—supply, furnish
what’s necessary—to continue to speak [His] word with all boldness (verse 29).” They asked for it to continue! It is
equally important to note what was not asked for. They asked the Lord to “look upon their threats'' but not remove
them. Because of them, they knew they were in need of great confidence and boldness, and further knew of where
that boldness had to come from.

So, their first response was upward, their second response was outward. Mirroring chapter 2:43-47 we see that they
“had everything in common…there was not a needy person among them. (verses 32-34)” They were selling land and
houses and bringing the proceeds to the apostles who distributed “to each as any had need.” What a wonderful
picture. There was no focus on self! Only focus on the needs of others and the sharing of God’s Word. Their true
colors were beautiful colors!

Too often difficult circumstances seem “unfair” to us. “Why me? Why now?” A wise friend has said many times, “don’t
ask why, ask what.” “What are you desiring to teach me, Lord?” As we turn our gaze upward, we allow Him to reveal to
us what our true colors are. The apostles and those in the brand new church understood the what and also the why.
We are 2000 years into the church age. It is no longer new, but the answer to the what and the why is no different for
the church now than what it was then. “What are we meant to do?” Speak confidently and boldly of the life-giving
gospel of Jesus Christ. “What are you teaching me, Lord?” To bear the image of your Lord Jesus Christ. “Why?” For
God’s glory!

Whether we display them or not, those are the believer’s true colors.



Questions:

1. When faced with or when experiencing difficult situations or circumstances, how mindful are you of the
“colors” you display? Does it matter if you recognize them? Why or why not?

2. In what ways can you find comfort in reading the way the early church responded to adversity? What steps
can you take to learn to respond similarly?

3. If you are a believer, and the “true colors” of the believer are to bear Christ’s image for God’s glory, how are
you doing at displaying those colors no matter the situation? How might you grow to be a brighter display?


