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1 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon

them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the

dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of

those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 5 On the next day

their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and

John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they

inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,

“Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man,

by what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing

before you well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.

12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we

must be saved.” 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated,

common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who

was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to

leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable

sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in

order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.”

18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John

answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we

cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21 And when they had further threatened them, they let them go,

finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22 For the

man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.
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As a child, I was extremely shy; fear of failure and rejection would paralyze me when I had to speak, read, or perform
in front of others. I felt unequipped and not good enough in most every situation. As I entered my adulthood, the
insecurities were still present and affected my confidence and ability to connect to others. It wasn’t until an encounter
with the Holy Spirit that my perspective changed and my confidence grew in Him. The Lord has been strategic in
letting me experience these hardships and placing people in my path to spur me on and point me to Christ. Through
the struggle of insecurities, I am able to connect to others through a different lens. The Lord allows me to see the
unexpressed pain in others and blesses opportunities to share the hope of Christ with them. “We boast in the hope of
the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope” (Romans 5:2-4).

Through the Word the Lord connects and points us to his goodness. Peter was a disciple of Christ who struggled with
self-confidence, denial, and fear (Matthew 4:19; 26:31-35, 69-75). He encountered many challenging circumstances
and witnessed many miracles while he was with Jesus. However, it wasn’t until he had an encounter with the Holy
Spirit that we see confidence and boldness displayed. In the previous chapter (Acts 3:4-7), Peter and John
acknowledged a man who had probably struggled with not only physical limitations but social insecurity, and
through that moment the Spirit was able to open the door to freedom. Then in Acts 4, Peter and John are imprisoned
for “an act of kindness” shown to a lame man. Instead of retreating in fear or denial, he stands firmly to rebuke the
opposition with boldness and courage. “Salvation is found in no one else” (Acts 4:12). They realized that Peter and
John were unschooled, ordinary men, and were astonished by their courage. Peter shared the hope he had through
Christ. His experiences allowed him to connect to others in a way that cannot be taught in a classroom.

“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1: 7). The
way we can grow in maturity in the areas of the fruit of the spirit is to have the opposite occur. Difficult circumstances
give us experiences that cannot be learned through listening to a sermon. Through each season we gain more
wisdom, develop more compassion, and gather a deeper understanding of the character of God. My friend, press
into the uncomfortable; be aware of those around you and love always so that others may see the hope you have in
Christ.



Questions:

1. Have you shared your story with someone who needed to hear the hope you have in Christ? Read 2
Corinthians 5:17.

2. If you are struggling with your past, come join us on Monday nights at re:generation at 7pm on the Wills Point
campus. Re:generation is a biblically-based discipleship program offering healing, recovery, and freedom
from any type of struggle.

3. What areas of your life do you need to press into so that you can grow in deeper spiritual maturity? Pray that
the Lord reveals those to you and that you may be able to be vulnerable to share with others.


