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3 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth
was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of
those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And
Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to
receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the
temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10
and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with
wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly
astounded, ran together to them in the portico called Solomon's. 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people:
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have
made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his
servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him.
14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15 and you killed the
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And his name — by faith in his name —
has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect
health in the presence of you all. 17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18
But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent
therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times of refreshing may come from the presence
of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time
for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 22 Moses said, ‘The
Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23
And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the
prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the
sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you
by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”
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On first reading this passage, I was most struck by how a grown man, unable to walk from birth, was suddenly whole
in such a way that he could not only walk but leap for joy. This is someone who had never gone through the toddler
stage, had never trained his brain to deal with the balancing act we call walking, and yet was so steady and sure, that
he was able to pull off such a feat without falling over. I realize that for Jesus, through His apostles, working such a
miracle was no big deal.

If this was just a display of power, that would be it. The show’s over folks. But this man’s outward healing, dramatic and
wonderful as it was, is echoed in a subtler, even more, wonderful way in the words of Peter in the temple. He explains
that those who are so amazed at this can receive their own healing – that of the Spirit. He explains to them that,
although they committed a truly horrific sin in rejecting Jesus as God’s own sinless Son and condemning Him to an
undeserved, brutal death on the cross, they COULD BE FORGIVEN of this sin, which stemmed from their ignorance,
and could be God’s righteous children.

Demanding that the Son of God be put to death seems pretty much like the ultimate sin. And yet God, in His infinite
mercy, granted these people a second chance when their eyes were opened to their ignorance. They were offered
complete sonship in Him, an intimate, loving relationship with the Father, rather than some sort of step-sonship or a
probationary deal. If they would but turn to Jesus, acknowledge Him as the Son of God, and repent, their crushing
burden of sin would be “blotted out”.

He offers us the same deal. At one point or another, we all have denied His Son, even if “only” by simply refusing to
follow Him and accept His lordship in our lives. While we moderns were not physically there to scream for Jesus’
blood and call for a murderer’s freedom, we shouldn’t think more highly of ourselves than the people of the time,
because our sin is of the same degree. By sinning, we are denying Jesus’ status as the Lord of life and the One we
should follow. Even though our sins had not yet been committed at the time, Jesus still atoned for them by His death,
so that we could be forgiven them, even two millennia later. To me, that we can be made clean is an even greater
miracle than gaining the ability to walk and leap after a lifetime of being carried.

Although I have sinned and continue to do so even with Jesus in my life, He is always there. He is waiting for my
return to Him through repentance and acceptance of His spiritual healing and guidance so I will not continue to pile
up sins as I once did. While I am not going to leap around anytime soon physically, my spirit certainly can. Every time I



reach out to Him for healing, it follows the example of the crippled man and causes me to leap for joy, praising my
Savior.

Questions:

1. If you have sins you feel cannot be forgiven, remember that Jesus, on the cross, asked God to forgive those
who condemned Him (Luke 23:34). You can get help in letting Him into your life to heal your wounds and your
sin through the Re:generation ministry at 7 p.m. on Monday nights. Open enrollment will continue through
September 26th.

2. You might know of stories in which God grants miraculous healing to some and denies it to others. Does this
seem inconsistent? Check out 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.

3. Do you wonder which steps you should take next in your walk with Christ? Ask your Journey Group or reach
out to pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.
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