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1 Now three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the chief

priests and the principal men of the Jews laid out their case against Paul, and they urged him, 3 asking as a favor

against Paul that he summon him to Jerusalem—because they were planning an ambush to kill him on the way. 4

Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea and that he himself intended to go there shortly. 5 “So,” said he,

“let the men of authority among you go down with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them bring

charges against him.”

6 After he stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he went down to Caesarea. And the next day he took

his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. 7 When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from

Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him that they could not prove. 8 Paul

argued in his defense, “Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have I

committed any offense.” 9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem

and there be tried on these charges before me?” 10 But Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I

ought to be tried. To the Jews I have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. 11 If then I am a wrongdoer and

have committed anything for which I deserve to die, I do not seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their

charges against me, no one can give me up to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with

his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to Caesar you shall go.”
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Paul has been in prison for about two years now in Caesarea. The Jews were bringing harsh allegations against Paul.
The Jews wanted Paul to be transferred to Jerusalem, but Festus denied them the transfer and told them they would
need to come to Caesarea to accuse Paul of any wrongdoing. Festus was willing to put Paul on trial again, to resolve



the matter. During the trial, just like before, the religious leaders made accusations without evidence against Paul. In
response, Paul confidently rested on both the evidence and his faith in God.

As Christians often when we face circumstances that can either be frustrating or fruitful for the Lord, depending on
how we handle the situation. Paul could have easily become frustrated while he waited in prison. Paul didn’t grow
frustrated or impatient. Instead, he calmly defended himself before this angry group of Jews and before the governor.
In Acts 9:15, the Lord had predicted of Paul, “He is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles
and kins and the sons of Israel.” Here Paul bears witness before all three groups.

As disciples for our Lord and Savior we must be on guard against the attacks from Satan. First, we must be in
continual conversation with God through prayer. We also must be abiding in the word daily, feeding our minds with
the wisdom and knowledge of God. This will allow us to make choices that are fruitful, pleasing to the Lord, allowing
His glory to shine through for our own good. Second, having community with other believers is a great way to have
accountability.

In my own life I have found that the greatest opportunities to share God’s word is through some of the most
frustrating or confusing circumstances I have faced. We can choose to grumble and be discouraged about our
circumstances, or we can choose to use these opportunities to minister to others. God is orchestrating all the
circumstances of our lives, no matter how frustrating or confusing they may be. We can trust Him to work all things
together for our good and His glory (Romans 8:28-29).  Let’s not miss an opportunity to tell others of our great Savior.

Questions:

1. Do you turn to God or the world for advice in every circumstance?

2. How is your patience?

3. What kind of action do you need to put in place so that others could see Jesus through you (not just at
church, but everywhere - work, the store, at a ball game, out to eat, the list could go on and on)?


