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22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes

down, I will decide your case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in custody but have

some liberty, and that none of his friends should be prevented from attending to his needs.

24 After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard him speak

about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment,

Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity I will summon you.” 26 At the same

time he hoped that money would be given him by Paul. So he sent for him often and conversed with him. 27 When

two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in

prison.
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In these last few verses of chapter 24, we find Paul still being held under arrest, even though no one has presented
any evidence of his guilt. Felix, the governor that Paul is now going to be judged by, apparently knows a lot about the
Way but is not a follower of Christ. Roman historians describe Felix as “a master of cruelty.” We see by his actions that
he was a true politician. He first puts off deciding Paul’s case by saying he was waiting on more information. Then we
see that he really wanted Paul to pay him off for his freedom. Then even when he was replaced by a new governor
two years later, he did not release Paul as a favor to the Jews that wanted him executed. Felix had many chances
during these two years because he listened to Paul often, but like so many people, he was unwilling to give his life to
the Lord. The thing that amazed me about Paul here is that when he got his chance to speak to Felix, and his wife,
Drusilla, Paul did not ask for his release but took the opportunity to basically present the gospel and its calling on our
lives in verse 25. We also see that Felix must have been convicted by what Paul was talking about because he was
alarmed and sent him away.



Felix and his wife lived a life of pleasure and power that they did not want to give up. I cannot tell you how many
times I have seen this very situation play out in the lives of other people. You can see that the Lord is calling them but
instead of answering the call, they walk away for one reason or another. Most often it's because they do not want to
give up the pleasures of this world that they love so much, or admit that they are wrong in their thinking. This world
does have all kinds of short-term pleasures that many are unwilling to give up, even if the Lord is convicting them.
They just continue to put off the Lord, until, for many, it is too late. In Psalm 81:12, we see the Lord gave the nation of
Israel “over to their stubborn hearts”. In Romans 1:24, “God gave them up in the lust of their hearts to impurity”. In
Romans 1:26, “God gave them up to dishonorable passions”. In Romans 1:28, “And since they did not see fit to
acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done”. Even in Acts 7:42, we
read that “God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of heaven”. To some, this may seem unfair, but
we must remember that “the Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you,
not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Friend, I pray that if you are
reading this and have been putting off the Lord, that you will turn and ask Him to be your Savior. I beg you, if you have
questions, to please reach out today, to me, or to someone that you know is following the Lord. And I pray that today
is the day of your salvation! Amen.

Questions:

1. If you do not know the Lord, what are you waiting on?

2. Do you have anyone in your life you need to share the gospel with before it's too late?

3. If you are uncertain about how to share the gospel please reach out to: pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com
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