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30 But on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was being accused by the Jews, he unbound him

and commanded the chief priests and all the council to meet, and he brought Paul down and set him before them.

23:1 And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived my life before God in all good conscience up

to this day.” 2 And the high priest Ananias commanded those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. 3 Then

Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law,

and yet contrary to the law you order me to be struck?” 4 Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God's high

priest?” 5 And Paul said, “I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil

of a ruler of your people.’” 6 Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he

cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the

resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” 7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees

and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel,

nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9 Then a great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the

Pharisees' party stood up and contended sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel

spoke to him?” 10 And when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by

them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by force and bring him into the

barracks.11 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have testified to the facts

about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”
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Having the strength to do what God has asked us to do in order that the glory of heaven is revealed through our
actions is one thing we can clearly see in Acts 22:30-23:11. I believe the story of Paul is one of redemption in Jesus
Christ and a testimony that no one is beyond the saving grace of the Lord. Paul is seeking to share the Kingdom of



Christ, and that Christ is its foundation, with all people, Gentiles and Jews. Paul was given this ministry by God himself
and he obeyed and portrayed the nature of Christ while in Jerusalem. He portrayed and delivered the message that
God had asked him (Acts 23:11).

While Paul was in the care of the council in Jerusalem, by imprisonment, for his own safety from the angry mobs, the
tribune wanted to know why the crowd had become so angry (Acts 22:30). We can ask ourselves these questions: Is
the tribune holding onto Paul for Paul’s own protection? Is the tribune trying to gather evidence for future charges? Is
the tribune impressed by Paul’s knowledge of the law, or maybe Paul’s speech the day before has him questioning
the truth? We don’t truly know.

What we do know is that Paul listened to the voice of his Lord (Acts 20:22). He went to Jerusalem knowing that prison
and harship were awaiting him (Acts 20:23). Paul understood that the entire aim of his life was to please God and to
testify to the good news of Jesus Christ no matter where that took him (Acts 20:24). Through Paul’s act of courage and
testimony with an angry mob the day before, he now has been placed in an audience that God had prepared in the
high courts. This was all part of God’s plan.

I believe Paul knew the outcome of his life lived for Christ. He began his journey fully surrendered on that road to
Damascus, learning and trusting God in everything even to the point of death. He wrote, "For to me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21).

At our lowest points, at the most questionable times in our life, what a testimony to courage if we can just believe as
Paul did that the Lord is always with us and to remain strong in our faith. I want more than anything to stand and
deliver what God has asked me to do. In the hardest of times, I want to lean on the understanding and knowledge
that I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13).

Questions:

1. What position has God placed you in to make a difference for his Kingdom?

2. When you hear God’s voice and prompting, will you follow it?

3. Even to the point of dissension, like Paul faced, can you place your trust in God’s word that he is working out
your good for His sake?


