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22 Up to this word they listened to him. Then they raised their voices and said, “Away with such a fellow from the
earth! For he should not be allowed to live.” 23 And as they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and flinging
dust into the air, 24 the tribune ordered him to be brought into the barracks, saying that he should be examined by
flogging, to find out why they were shouting against him like this. 25 But when they had stretched him out for the
whips, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, “Is it lawful for you to flog a man who is a Roman citizen and
uncondemned?” 26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the tribune and said to him, “What are you about to
do? For this man is a Roman citizen.” 27 So the tribune came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?” And
he said, “Yes.” 28 The tribune answered, “I bought this citizenship for a large sum.” Paul said, “But I am a citizen by
birth.” 29 So those who were about to examine him withdrew from him immediately, and the tribune also was afraid,
for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that he had bound him.
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The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they raised their voices and shouted, “Rid the earth of him! He’s not
fit to live!” (Acts 22:22 NIV)

Tensions between races and cultures are an expected part of living in a sinful world. Rarely does a day pass when I
do not hear of some conflict between groups of people based on varying factors, such as skin color, national origin,
political affiliation, or personal preferences. However, within the church, we hope to see something different. Unity is
the goal, and unity is the key.

In Acts 22, we see Paul speaking to the Jews in Aramaic while under Roman arrest. He shared his personal testimony
and his calling to share the gospel message. Things take a turn for the worse when he says this trigger word -
“Gentiles”. The Jews in the crowd were already in a riotous state, and they had become outraged when Paul seemed
to suggest that Gentiles were able to participate in God’s blessing in the same way the Jews could. Their furor was so
great that the Roman commander took him away in the confusion of the moment.



It appears the turn of events went from bad to terrible, as Paul is put in chains and readied for flogging so that the
Roman officers could interrogate him. There are a few factors that seemed to influence the Romans. First, they did
not speak Aramaic and could not understand any of Paul’s dialogue. Second, they assumed Paul was an Egyptian
terrorist (Acts 21:38). Third, they were unaware of Paul’s Roman citizenship. Paul identified himself as a Roman citizen
and avoided the unjust and illegal punishment.

Both incidents in this text draw my attention to the need to learn to listen better, look for commonalities, and seek
unity. The Jews were prideful and elitist, unable to listen and understand God’s heart for all mankind. They thought
God’s blessing was exclusive to them. They lacked understanding of the overarching theme of God’s pursuit of both
Jews and Gentiles. The Jews could not see how they were like Paul before his conversion, and the Romans made
wrongful assumptions based on language and appearance. The Roman soldiers were willing to inflict pain and
suffering on a man without evidence of wrongdoing.

Jesus was the fruition of God’s plan. He came so that all men might know Him (John 3:16). God does not show
favoritism and never will (Romans 2:11). Throughout the Old and New Testament, we see evidence of God’s pursuit of
both Israelites and Gentiles. The inclusion of Gentiles into Christianity took place progressively throughout the New
Testament. “This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of
one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 3:6 NIV).” Each individual is valued and finds
equality in Jesus, regardless of race, country of origin, level of education, economic status, or other factor.

I urge you, brothers and sisters, to seek a better path. Listen to the messages spoken by people who are different
from you. Their experiences are valuable and may help bring a new perspective and understanding to the situations
we are living in now. Second, look for points of commonality between yourself and others. You will likely find that you
love God, family, and your community with a similar passion, but it may appear different. Finally, link arms with the
body of believers in its diversity, variety, and cultural flavors.

Questions:

1. How is the Lord calling you to value and serve someone in your life who differs from you?

2. What is one way you can "come together" with others, whether in your attitudes or communication?

3. How can our body of believers at Stonepoint bring healing and reconciliation to our local community? Is there
an opportunity for everyone to feel welcome and loved in our church?


