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17 When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. 18 On the following day Paul went in with us to
James, and all the elders were present. 19 After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done
among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said to him, “You
see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for the
law, 21 and they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses,
telling them not to circumcise their children or walk according to our customs. 22 What then is to be done? They will
certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow; 24 take
these men and purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that they may shave their heads. Thus all
will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself also live in observance of
the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter with our judgment that they should
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual
immorality.” 26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day he purified himself along with them and went into the
temple, giving notice when the days of purification would be fulfilled and the offering presented for each one of
them. 27 When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the
whole crowd and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is teaching everyone
everywhere against the people and the law and this place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and
has defiled this holy place.” 29 For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they
supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. 30 Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran together.
They seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut. 31 And as they were seeking
to kill him, word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 He at once took soldiers
and centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 33
Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. He inquired who he was
and what he had done. 34 Some in the crowd were shouting one thing, some another. And as he could not learn the
facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 35 And when he came to the steps, he
was actually carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the crowd, 36 for the mob of the people followed,
crying out, “Away with him!”
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Have you ever struggled to believe the best about someone? Maybe it was something you’ve heard about them, or
maybe something you observed. Perhaps you formed an opinion without truly seeking to know the person. In today’s
passage we see that there are two types of people who have formed opinions about Paul.

First, the believing Jews had concerns over rumors that Paul was instructing Jews to forsake the laws and customs
they had lived by their entire lives. During Paul’s visit with James, the half-brother of Jesus, and the elders, he shared
all the things God has done among the Gentiles through his ministry, and after hearing the news, they couldn’t help
but give God glory. The Jewish believers sought clarity on Paul’s position over the ancestral customs, and Paul even
agreed to take a Nazirite vow to disprove these rumors. The elders chose to seek understanding. Paul stated in 1
Corinthians 9:20, “To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under
the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law.” Paul knew that the law wasn’t
the means to salvation; Jesus was.

Second, Paul visited the temple where he was met by an angry mob of Jews. They had formed opinions about Paul
without any clarity. Many took notice of his traveling companion, Trophimus the Ephesian, and falsely accused him of
bringing this Gentile into the sacred temple, which would have been a death sentence for Paul. Believing the lies and
forming opinions based on feelings rather than facts, they attacked and sought to kill Paul. Upon hearing the uproar,
the Roman soldiers came and arrested Paul. Verse 34 reveals the chaos from the crowd, “Some in the crowd shouting
one thing, some another. And as he could not learn the facts …” As the Romans removed Paul, the mob shouted,
“Away with him!” This resembles Jesus’ crucifixion in Luke 23:18: “But they all cried out together, ‘Away with this man,
and release to us Barabbas -’” If only they had listened…

This is quite a cliff-hanger! According to Matthew 7:13-14, it’s still the same today, “Enter by the narrow gate. For the
gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow
and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” Many will form their own opinions about Jesus
without seeking to know Him. God has given us His Word in order that we can know the true, living God. Will you get
to know Him?



Questions:

1. Is there someone you are struggling to believe the best about? Do you need to have a conversation? If you
answered yes, what’s stopping you?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.  What do you think Paul means by “all things to all people”?

3. How is your time in God’s Word? Has it led you to know Him?


