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1 And when we had parted from them and set sail, we came by a straight course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes,

and from there to Patara. 2 And having found a ship crossing to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail. 3 When we

had come in sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left we sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, for there the ship was to

unload its cargo. 4 And having sought out the disciples, we stayed there for seven days. And through the Spirit they

were telling Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 5 When our days there were ended, we departed and went on our

journey, and they all, with wives and children, accompanied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on

the beach, we prayed 6 and said farewell to one another. Then we went on board the ship, and they returned home. 7

When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted the brothers and stayed with

them for one day. 8 On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip the

evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied. 10

While we were staying for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 And coming to us, he

took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘This is how the Jews at

Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” 12 When we heard

this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing,

weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name

of the Lord Jesus.” 14 And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let the will of the Lord be done.”

15 After these days we got ready and went up to Jerusalem. 16 And some of the disciples from Caesarea went with

us, bringing us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge.
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On road trips, I used to be focused on getting to the destination in the fastest most efficient manner no matter what
the scenery. If you have seen one saguaro cactus, you have seen them all. As I have gotten older, I have realized that
trips are more than “just getting there.” In fact, on a trip to South Dakota last year, I took binoculars and let my wife do
a lot of the driving so I could look at the farms and ranches along the way. I was actually learning to “smell the roses''
along the way.

In this passage, Paul is on his journey to Jerusalem and eventually on to Rome, knowing the outcome will be trials
and the end of his life. Those traveling with Paul, along with saints from Tyre and Cesarea felt he should not go to
Jerusalem. Paul, however, was convinced by the Holy Spirit that it was God’s will for him to go. It is interesting that he
meets with believers at every stop - Tyre, Ptolemais, and Caesarea. He ‘dawdled’ more than nine days on his journey
to meet with brothers and sisters, pray with them, and have prophecy spoken. With what can be considered by some
as lost time, Paul shows how important it is to personally relate with other believers. There can be blessings in both
the giving and receiving.

Paul challenges us in Philippians 3:17 to follow his example by having an outward focus towards people. Galatians
6:10 states that we have the opportunity to do God’s work every day and in every setting we find ourselves. So, as we
travel not only across the state or country, but to the market, getting gas, or to work we should be open to the Spirit
leading us to talk to others. Finding ways to engage and encourage both believers and non-believers should be a
priority.  You will never know how you might be a blessing to someone if you do not take the time to talk to them.

Questions:

1. Have you been in such a hurry to get somewhere that you have become a blessing blocker?

2. What would your life look like if you followed Paul’s example more closely?

3. How are you preparing for those encounters?


