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14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of

Jesus, and his brothers. 15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all

about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the

mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered

among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his

wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it became

known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of

Blood.) 20 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell

in it’; and “‘Let another take his office.’

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22

beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become

with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called

Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these

two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his

own place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven

apostles.
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Fifty days before the first chapter of Acts, Peter denied Christ, the Disciples were fussing over who was the most
important, and Judas betrayed Jesus during Passover.  Just look at Luke 22 for proof.

Fifty days after Jesus sacrificed Himself to fulfill the prophecy, His disciples, less Judas, were back in the Upper Room
for Pentecost, but check out verse 14. “All these with one accord…”. What a difference compared to their previous
Upper Room experience! They were still people with the same sinful natures, but they had experienced Jesus’ death,
burial, and resurrection.  The cross had changed it all.

Good, old Peter states the obvious, reminding everyone that Judas was gone and that he needed to be replaced
(verse 20). Each apostle had a specific job. The duties continued even though Judas was dead. So it isn’t the person
doing the work. It is the work the person is doing. I can get caught up and a bit possessive about “my” ministries. I
hope I’m not the only guilty one, but I have to remember that I am to honor Christ, not myself. Why were all 120 souls
in that second upper room in one accord? Because Jesus happened. They were centered on Him and not
themselves.

We see that Matthais and Joseph Barsabbas had been with Jesus during His earthly ministry and were believers.
They were both candidates to replace Judas. They were equally committed to spreading the gospel, but little else is
known about them. Their names aren’t mentioned again - after an ancient game of rock, paper, scissors decided who
would be the new apostle - because sharing the good news of Jesus was so much more important than their egos.

Questions:

1. Do you have any idea how much Jesus loves you?

2. Which upper room do you tend to dwell in? The upper room of Passover or Pentecost?

3. Are you willing to give Jesus his proper place, and deny your ego?


