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1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was

taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented

himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the

kingdom of God. 4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the

promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at

this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father

has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these

things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were

gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do

you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as

you saw him go into heaven.”
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Have you ever made a promise and kept it? What about the opposite, making a promise and not keeping it? I have
done both. I promise. (Insert emoji laughing face.) Seriously though, how often have you said, “I promise” or has
someone said this to you? Have you ever thought about why we would even need to promise someone? Shouldn’t
our word be enough? We as humans like to put those infallible limits on ourselves, believing that we can make and
keep promises. However, the promises we make are soon forgotten and hold no true lasting value.



Luke, a fellow laborer, and friend of the Apostle Paul reminds his readers of the events that transpired in the disciple's
last account with Jesus in the Gospels. With the Holy Spirit as the main character, let’s take a look at some key things
we learn. It’s through the Holy Spirit that Jesus gave commands - The Great Commission (verse 2). The Holy Spirit is
the promise of the Father (verse 4; John 15:26). The Apostles would be baptized with the Holy Spirit (verse 5). They
would receive power when the Holy Spirit had come upon them, enabling them to be effective witnesses, beginning
in Jerusalem and continuing throughout the ends of the earth (verse 8).

As I read this passage in Acts, I’m reminded of the gospel account of John. In chapter 14, verse 16, Jesus says, “And I
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever.” Forever. How comforting is this? The
Helper, also known as the Holy Spirit, had “come upon” numerous people in the Old and New Testaments (e.g.
Judges 6:34; Judges 14:6; Luke 1:15, 41) prior to Jesus’ resurrection. However, this time would be different. Now, the
Holy Spirit would come to stay and take up permanent residency within the hearts of believers in Christ (John 14:17).

Back to my opening; you see, a promise only means something when who it comes from is trustworthy and true.
When we begin to know God through His word, we can take God at His word, which He commands through the Holy
Spirit. All over the pages of our bibles, we see the character of God. In this passage alone, we can see that God is
trustworthy. He is faithful. He is the “Man with the plan” (Acts 1:8). We tend to be so finicky and noncommittal as
human beings. We break promises as soon as we make them. Not our Lord. He gave us His Son to reconcile us to
Himself and to those who believe, He gives us His Spirit. He is our helper who gives us power to witness, carrying out
the Great Commission. God is the ultimate promise-keeper, and His promises for us are lasting.

Questions:

1. Think of a person who made a promise to you and didn’t keep it. Are you holding on to that or have you given
it over to God, trusting that He alone can fulfill His promises?

2. Have you made a promise and not kept it? Have you sought forgiveness?

3. Search the Scriptures for other promises God has made. Then search for the fulfillment of those promises and
journal your findings.


