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21 Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem,
saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” 22 And having sent into Macedonia two of his helpers,
Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for a while. 23 About that time there arose no little disturbance
concerning the Way. 24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no
little business to the craftsmen. 25 These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said, “Men,
you know that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost
all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not
gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the
great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she
whom all Asia and the world worship.” 28 When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater,
dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul's companions in travel. 30 But when Paul
wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him. 31 And even some of the Asiarchs, who were
friends of his, sent to him and were urging him not to venture into the theater. 32 Now some cried out one thing,
some another, for the assembly was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had come together. 33
Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And Alexander, motioning with his hand,
wanted to make a defense to the crowd. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all
cried out with one voice, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 35 And when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he
said, “Men of Ephesus, who is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians is temple keeper of the great
Artemis, and of the sacred stone that fell from the sky? 36 Seeing then that these things cannot be denied, you ought
to be quiet and do nothing rash. 37 For you have brought these men here who are neither sacrilegious nor
blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If therefore Demetrius and the craftsmen with him have a complaint against anyone,
the courts are open, and there are proconsuls. Let them bring charges against one another. 39 But if you seek
anything further, it shall be settled in the regular assembly. 40 For we really are in danger of being charged with
rioting today, since there is no cause that we can give to justify this commotion.” 41 And when he had said these
things, he dismissed the assembly.
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Riot. When we hear the word, most people probably think of different events: the race riots of the 60’s, the L.A. riots of
the early 90’s, the BLM and January 6th riots of recent years. The problem with riots is that most people do not even
know why they are really rioting (verse 32). One thing that is clear about a riot is that mob mentality has taken over.

In Ephesus, a storm was brewing, and it had to do with something called “The Way”. Greedy men, playing on the
emotions and greed of others, persuaded the people of the city to rise up against this “threat” to their way of life,
primarily (verse 25), and their goddess, Artemis, secondarily (verse 27). Emotions are so easily manipulated to sway
opinions. Everyone has emotions. Think of a time you may have manipulated someone in your life using your
emotions, and theirs, against them or to get your way. Think of a time your idea of patriotism caused hateful speech
to escape your lips, or hateful thoughts to cross your mind. My entire life, the catch phrase has been “follow your
heart.” But the heart is deceitful above all things (Jeremiah 17:9), and when we follow our hearts, our tongues can
cause great fires (James 3:6).

Deceit and hate know no political or religious bounds. They are part of a human problem. They are symptoms of a
heart condition. Demetrius and his fellow idol makers saw their influence and careers in jeopardy from the Christian
teachings (verse 25), so they stirred up the populace with patriotic and religious fervor. We, followers of The Way, are
no different and no less susceptible. But our idols don’t consist of Artemis and Baal. They are called by names like OU
and A&M, BLM and Tea Party, CNN and FOX, Hillsong and Bethel. They can be worshiped under the banner of skin
color, nationality, denomination, or even your position in ministry. Whatever takes priority in your life over the God of
all creation, in any aspect of your life, is an idol, a lowercase “g” god. And the people that represent those idols are
very quick to stoke the emotional fires of their followers.

I could go on about idolatry, but I hope you get my points about that. I want to also mention the town clerk. A man of
much authority that spoke reason into the emotionally charged mass of accusers. This man seemed to understand
the danger of a riot (verse 40), and the potential for life-ending consequences when mob mentality was aimed at a
target (verse 36). “Blessed are the peacemakers,” Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:9). The town
clerk was a peacemaker, probably saving the lives of Gaius and Aristarchus. It can be very lonely being the voice of
reason amidst a raging flood of emotions, but I look at 1 Kings 19:11-13. Elijah felt like the only one left in the world
worshiping God in a land full of idolaters. God told him to go to Mount Carmel and wait. A great wind blew through
and tore at the mountain, then an earthquake, and then a mighty fire. But God was not in those things. He was the



whisper that came to Elijah in the silence following those things. When the storms of opinion rage, remember that
storms dissipate. Wait for God, and don’t be swept away by the winds and fire of emotions.

Questions:

1. When your idol(s) are threatened, do you recognize them for what they are, confess, and repent; or do you
defend them?

2. Have you made decisions based on emotions lately? Confess it to your journey group or other biblical
counsel.

3. Are you a peacemaker or a fire starter? Look at recent events in your life and examine what part your actions
had in them. Read Psalm 139:23-24.


