
BIBLE TEXT | ACTS 19:1-10
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus.

There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they

said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They

said, “Into John's baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to

believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the

Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in

tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

8 And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, reasoning and persuading them about the

kingdom of God. 9 But when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before the

congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This

continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

DEVOTIONAL FOR ACTS 19:1-10
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: JOEL WARREN

Marty White, aka “The Great White Shark,” was my choir teacher throughout high school. She demanded the best and
retired as one of the most decorated choir directors in Texas history. Mrs. White had a sign that was centered in the
choir rehearsal space, and I saw it for hours a day, all four years of my high school experience. The sign read, “It’s hard
to soar like an eagle when you work with turkeys.” The phrase seemed offensive at first, but after a while I understood.
The teacher was an expert and had much wisdom. I was very green and needed to be pushed and constantly
reminded of what she had taught.

When studying the first ten verses of Acts 19, the banner above the piano comes to mind. Paul, one of the most
influential figures in scripture, was entering Ephesus and encountered some disciples. Paul asked them, “Did you



receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” (Acts 19:2) The disciples explained they had received John’s baptism and
had not heard there is a Holy Spirit. I am sure that Paul handled the disciples’ ignorance better than Mrs. White
handled mine!

Paul informed the disciples that John’s baptism was one of repentance, and their belief needed to be in Jesus. On
hearing this, the disciples were baptized in Jesus’ name. Paul placed his hands on them, resulting in the immediate
reception of the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:6).

Paul then took the twelve disciples to the synagogue, speaking with power about God’s kingdom. Paul and the
twelve were there for three months. In Acts 19:9, Paul has another bout with stubborn people. The listeners became
skeptical and publicly denounced the gospel.

Paul gathered the disciples and met daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. Not for a Sunday or two, but for two years!
Paul proclaimed the gospel to all Jews and Greeks in Asia.

Paul exemplifies what it means to carry out God’s call despite complications that come when people are involved.
What a powerful example Paul sets in what it means to lead people (in this case the disciples) to spread the good
news of Christ.

Questions:

1. In what position do you most often find yourself, that of Paul or one of the disciples?

2. If you answered "Paul," do you show grace to those who need constant reminders and information? If you
answered "one of the disciples," do you strive to listen and learn from leadership and wise counsel?

3. What are some ways you strive to lead despite the imperfections and unknowns involved in leading people?
Pray for perseverance as you continue to lead and spread the good news of Jesus.


