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24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the

Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught

accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in

the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God

more accurately. 27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples

to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully

refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus

DEVOTIONAL FOR ACTS 18:24-28
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: SHERRY THORN

The protagonist of our text is Apollos. Apollos arrived in Ephesus from the capital city of Egypt, Alexandria. The
Scripture reads that he was fervent in spirit. He had enthusiasm and boldness for spreading the news that Jesus is
the long-awaited Messiah. He didn’t know Jesus personally, but accurately taught the way of God. He apparently was
a student of John the Baptist.  His teaching helped to shape the culture of the early church.

Woven into the introduction of Apollos is the phrase I want to highlight: “but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they
took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately” (verse 26). Do you notice something unusual?
Priscilla’s name is mentioned before her husband Aquila. Five of the eight times their names are mentioned in the
New Testament she is named first. In all eight times, in four books of the New Testament, they are mentioned
together. Also, when they were introduced in the beginning of this chapter Priscilla is said to work side by side with
Aquila and Paul in their tentmaking occupation (Acts 18:1-3).

Last year when I went to a concert, one of the lead singers asked, “What is the first word Jesus spoke after He was
risen from the dead? “Woman” (John 20:15). Then the band began to sing, “I see you dressed in white. Every wrong
made right.”  His point resonated with me.  Jesus honors women.



Divorced after 23 years of marriage, feeling the sting of betrayal, and having to invent a new narrative for the rest of
my life, I felt that I failed God’s “Plan A”. Sure, he could do a rewrite, but only to fix what I messed up. I was wrong.
God does better than a rewrite. He weaves into our life story all the stuff - the hard, the beautiful, the betrayal, the joy,
the pain, the dark, and the light. And God uses it for our good and for His glory (Romans 8:28).

This is my take-away. Jesus honors women. I know that there is so much more to be unpacked in these four verses –
but tonight in reviewing the text over and over, this is what I needed to hear from my Savior.

Priscilla is loved well by both her husband and Paul, and she loves the body of Christ well. She and Aquila don’t call
Apollos out publicly for his seeming lack of complete understanding. Rather, they pull him aside quietly, and Apollos
receives their teaching. They exemplify partnership – giving preference to one another, encouraging one another; and
boldly proclaiming the gospel.

Questions:

1. Do you feel resigned to living out “Plan B” or do you believe that Jesus can truly work all things together for
good? When Jesus placed His calling on my life, He already factored in all the choices and things that would
happen in my life. That gives me great comfort!

2. Do you follow Priscilla and Aquila’s example when you recognize that someone does not understand the full
story of the gospel, and quietly and lovingly give correction and encouragement?

3. How do you receive instruction? Do you receive correction well, or do you become defensive and withdraw?
This is something I am working on - not only to receive admonishment, but to ask for accountability


